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PASTOR MARY’S MESSAGE

By Name…
But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who
formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called
you by name, you are mine. —Isaiah 43:1 (NRSV)
I have always appreciated this verse for what it tell us about the character of God. It’s
written to the small remnant of ancient Israelites who still seek to know God although they
are exiled in Babylon. They are not a very impressive crowd. They have been carried away
from their homeland and oppressed as a conquered people. They have no power and few
belongings. They are strangers in a strange land. Yet, they are loved by God. The Almighty
God knows them each by their name!
The passage later opens up to include all people who bear the name of God. That means
that God knows our names as well. There may be 100 million people alive today who are
named “Mary” in whatever form the name takes in their native language. Yet somehow
God knows us apart and knows each of us by name. We are not lost in the crowd of
humanity. We are not a strangers to God. We are each a
loved one. How wonderful and comforting that is.
Having moved to a new town a few times now, I also
know how important it is to have other people know
your name. The first time someone calls out to you by
name when you’re around town, it means a lot. Hearing
your name tells you that you matter. It’s a sign that you
are beginning to belong. It’s a sign of friendship. Home
is where you are known by name.
So imagine visiting a church, and not even being asked what your name is. Imagine
returning for weeks on end and never being recognized. That church can never feel like
home enough to join.
An important part of our work as a church is getting to know each other by name,
especially on the first few visits. I know it can be difficult these days. There’s a fear that you
will ask for someone’s name only to discover that they have been attending for years and
already know your name well. There are ways to address that fear. First, everyone who is
a member should wear their name tag. That tells us that you are committed to this church
Continued on page 2.
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PASTOR MARY’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 1.

as your family and helps us know each other without
embarrassment. Second, you can always say, “I’m sorry I
don’t remember your name” when you approach someone.
If they’ve been around for years, they’ll probably just
realize that they are not the only ones who struggle with
names. Third, get
...being known by name is to know something
a part of belonging whether more than a person’s
name. Engage them
that be to God or to God’s
in conversation about
Church.
where they live,
whether they work and what they do, if they have children,
and maybe even if their name is a certain nationality.
Trying to just keep names and faces together is difficult,
it helps to fill in a little more information to make a more
complete memory so you can put the right name with the
right person. Fourth, use their name several times in the

conversation. It may be awkward at first, but the more
times you say the name out loud the more likely you are to
remember them. Fifth, commit to watch for them to return
over the next few weeks and tell them you are going to do
that. How nice to think that you might be recognized when
you come back! Finally, write the name down on a piece
of paper with a little description and put it in the offering
plate or hand it to me. It will help you remember when you
write it down, and it will help the staff be on the look-out to
welcome a return visitor by name as well.
It really can’t be stressed enough, being known by
name is a part of belonging whether that be to God or to
God’s Church. We are blessed with many visitors to this
congregation. An important part of our ministry together is
to work on getting to know people by name. Don’t count on
someone else doing it. This is a part of reflecting the image
of God in the church. It is everyone’s work.
Peace,

Pastor Mary
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Children & Family Ministries
FOCUS: SPENDING TIME WITH GOD

u Family Bible Verse: Come near to God, and he will come
near to you. —James 4:8a (Deep Blue Kid’s Bible CEB)

I

have to admit that I am excited my children are back
in school and have a routine, a schedule, and more
discipline. All summer my family has been practicing
better habits through consistent routines and positive
attitudes. I said it and I will say it again, “A better attitude
means a better you.” Every once in a while I hear a brilliant
saying and quickly jot it down on my phone. I love this one
from my daughter Teagan, “Change your color; change
your mood.” However, sometimes you need more than
neon yellow to change your mood.
First, we had to find a time of day and a place for our
family to have “quiet time” with God. For us, it was best
right before bed time. We tried a few parts of the house,
but ultimately the living room won. After a few weeks, it
was great to see everyone coming together to end the day
as a family with prayers of joys and concerns. We are a very
busy family, and some nights we had a one-on-one with
God or prayers over the phone.
We choose to use the Veggie Tales God Made Me Special
365 Daily Devos for Girls. The secret to our success was
not reading this devotion in order, but to find the topic we
needed to hear in that moment. To be absolutely honest,
some nights we needed to hear more than one. I treasure
these quiet times coming together to pray as a family.
Our nightly devotionals helped us to focus on spending
consistent time with God. It also taught us how to be
more obedient and to forgive. We had to do this through
listening to each other and to God’s word.

We continue to look for ways to spend more time with
God. Teagan and I go on scooter rides/runs around our
neighborhood to see God’s glory work in gardens (she
scooters as I run.) We will continue to listen to a Christian
music channel like Moody and soon we will be adding
journaling into our daily routines.
Blessings & Joy,

Shelly Stienbarger

Director, Children & Family Ministry

SEPTEMBER CURRICULUM, EVENTS & ACTIVITIES!

• 3-7 years | Communities Welcome | 1 Corinthians 12:1231; John 4: 1-42; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 19: 1-10; John 6: 1-5
9am
• 8-12 years | Beginnings | Genesis 1:31 | 9am
• Sunday, September 1 | No Sunday School (Labor Day
Holiday)
• Sunday, September 8 | Fall Sunday School begins
• Sunday, September 11 | Baker Kid’s begins | 6-7:30pm
• Sunday, September 22 | Pre-School & 3rd Grade Bibles
9am service

THANK YOU!

• August Teachers & Shepherds: Mitzi Babka &
Chrissy Farley
• Nursery: Catherine & Jade Rosenquist, Eleanor Sams,
& Danni Killian
• Extra Helping Hands: Linda McCullagh, Gerald Laws,
Tom Warren, Isie & Ken Barclay

The Summer Sundae Party on
August 28 was yummy family fun.
Join us for more family fun at
Family First Wednesdays, starting
September 11 at 6pm.
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Youth Ministry
YOUTH PROGRAMMING LAUNCHES

W

e have officially hit the ground running with
youth programming. Despite the bad
weather and delay for the high school
launch party we had a magnificent day for the middle
school launch party. Check out the pictures to the right.
If you haven’t heard from the Weekly Word,
BakerYouth update emails, Remind and Flocknote
text messages, pew event cards, Instagram feed,
bakermemorialchurch.org website, Carillon articles,
mail pieces or word of mouth, we have switched high
school Sunday school to 9am and also have a bi-monthly
youth fellowship planned for high schoolers and middle
schoolers. High school youth fellowship will meet on
the first and third of each month from 4-6pm on Sunday
afternoons and middle school will meet on the second and
fourth of each month—same day and time. Thank you to all
of the parents and adults who have volunteered to help out.
We’re still looking for more volunteers, so if you feel gifted
for teaching or leading games, there is a slot for you.
Confirmation classes continue in earnest on September
8th, but until then, there is much to do in our Google
Classroom. Be sure to post your thoughts and questions in
the discussion area so we can dialogue about the verses and
material. As of this writing we are still working on the exact

details for our parent component, but there is always
church Sunday, confirmation class at 10:30 or the
Wednesday night service to connect.
We know the month of September is often one of
adjustment, so the youth ministry team and I intentionally
kept the schedule simple in order to allow you to settle in
with all of the other changes. However, looking ahead to
October, we have outings, fundraisers and more activities
planned. Dive in now and let’s grow together.
Blessings,

Carl King

Director of Youth Ministry

Young Adult Ministry
BEGINNINGS, FELLOWSHIP & MORE

I

n August we wrapped up our Arcedium book
conversations and in September we’re launching
Immerse: Beginnings meetings at 6pm at Arcedium
Coffeehouse (60 Indiana Street). The 6pm meeting at
Arcedium is dead—long live the 6pm meeting! Mariah
Cheyney and David Masters will lead this brave journey
through the Hebrew bible and we invite you to come and
join the adventure alongside other Baker Memorial young
adults.
During Jazz Weekend we’ll meet down in the First Street
Plaza for jazz music and fellowship, but September will also
begin our monthly meet ups at 100 Grapes (106 E. Main
Street) for conversations ranging from a variety of topics.
Come ready to talk at 5pm on second Saturdays.

During August, a good number of young adults also
returned to college or university to continue their studies.
For them, we have the Church Mouse program headed by
Nancy Pearson. Every month, a secret friend (an adult in
the church) sends out a letter or postcard to our college
students to let them know they’re being prayed for, thought
about and supported by their church back home. It’s a
tremendous program that our students appreciate—even if
they don’t always form the words. If your young adult is off
to school this semester, let us know and we will get them
connected with someone right away.
Blessings,

Carl King

Director of Young Adult Ministry
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MISSIONS CORNER
Opportunities for Service
NORTHERN ILLINOIS FOOD BANK

The next NIL Food Bank volunteer date is September 16
from 9am-noon. Every third Monday, a team meets at the
food bank at 273 Dearborn Ct. in Geneva to package food
for those in need. It is a rewarding and fun mission to be
involved in. If you would like to join the team or get more
information contact Betty Erickson at N9FYC@aol.com

M&M SUMMER OFFERING FOR OUR MISSIONARY
HAS BEEN A SUCCESS
The generosity of our Baker congregation has been a
blessing to our missionary Clara Biswas in Cambodia! All
of her programs benefit with our annual commitment of
$2500 to Global Ministries.

Want to learn more about the where the mission work
is being done? During the summer, some of us read The
Rent Collector by Camron Wright. The book is a first hand
account of a family living in the Stung Meanchey landfill
in Phnom Penh. It’s now available in the church library for
anyone to checkout, compliments of the Mission Team.

MISSION TRIP SILENT AUCTION IS SHAPING UP

The Mission Trip Silent Auction will take place in
November. We will have many baskets, certificates and
treasures on display and available for three weeks of silent
bidding. Community sponsors include Forever Yogurt (our
Baker members the Browns), Curds & Whey (our Baker
member Rob Murphy), Mr. Gutter (Baker member the
Masters family), Hotel Baker, Colonial Café, Brunch Café,
Coopers Hawk, The Office, Tranquility Spa, Charlestowne
Cinema, Little Caesars, IHOP, St. Andrews Golf & C.C.,
and more coming in! Nola team members have donated a
Kitchen Basket, Yetti Basket, Organize Me Please Basket,
Bernstein Bears Basket with Boyds Bears, Cookies for

Christmas, Pies for Thanksgiving, Grille Basket, Golf
Basket, Spa Basket, Pet Baskets Chicago Bears vintage
jacket, Chicago Bulls vintage winter coat, Handyman
Package, Face Painting Package, Date Nights, Family
Packages and more!
Your support is most appreciated! So, come to Baker Hall
on November 3, 10 and 17 (when bidding ends at 9am).
Look for the final list of auction offerings in October!
Proceeds will benefit the youth and adult mission trips and
our Lazarus cooking fund.
Contact Chris at cstumpf0308@gmail.com9

HAPPENINGS LATER THIS YEAR...

• Wednesday, October 9 | Our next Heartland Blood Drive
takes place. Look for opportunities to sign up soon.
• Sunday, October 27 | Stuff the Turkey donations begin.
Help families in need this Thanksgiving season.
• Sunday, November 17 | The Salvation Army Angel Tree
Tags, will be ready for the taking during fellowship.
This is a wonderful way to support local children this
Christmas.
• Sunday, November 3 | Sign ups begin in Baker Hall for
the annual Salvation Army bell ringing season.
• December 9, 12, 16, & 19 | The Gift Wrap Fundraiser
returns Let us wrap your gifts! Proceeds go to Clara’s kids
our Cambodia missionary.
u Can you give? Are you available to help? Join us in
supporting our ministry to give here, near and far away!
Contact Chris at cstumpf0308@gmail.com

MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH EVERY RING

The Red Kettle
Christmas Campaign
enables The Salvation
Army to provide food,
toys and clothing to
over 6 million people
during the Christmas
season and helps more than 34 million Americans
recovering from all kinds of personal disasters
nationwide.
The Red Kettle campaign, first started in San
Francisco in 1891, has traditionally been the Salvation
Army’s most prominent fund-raiser. Sign up and make
a difference!
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Wednesday Night Supper is Served

2018 Church Directory Update

The WNS crew will be back in the kitchen and serving
Wednesday nights from 5-6pm. Carry outs are also
available. Thank you to the regular Wednesday Night
Suppers diners and we encourage those who haven’t given
it a try to check it out. Here’s what we’re serving this month:
• September 11 | Tuscan Chicken & Roasted Broccoli
• September 18 | BBQ Ribs & Cheesy Potatoes
• September 25 | Ground Beef Sliders & Baked Beans

Save the date—Monday, November 25 from 2-7:40pm. This
is your chance to have a retake of your 2018 photo in the
directory, be added to the new directory or change your
address, phone number, e-mail etc.
Be on the look out for information about signing up.

Caring Ministry Needs
The Caring Ministry is preparing for the winter (ugh). Our
pantry is getting low. Items needed for the food pantry
are instant individual oatmeal in packages, canned goods
(ready to heat or eat with pull tab openers) i.e. (ravioli,
spaghetti, soups, cheese
crackers/peanut butter,
single serving breakfast
cereal). Fruit is also a
healthy winter option
(individual or fresh).
Please keep in mind that
most people do not have
access for cooking.
Also, the Meal Train
for Day Guests needs
more volunteers to
Troop 99 helped organize our day
bring a meal or bring
the ingredients for our guest supplies.
Mid Valley students to
prepare. Suggestions are soups, chili, stews or sandwiches.
Keep it simple. Sign up at mealtrain.com/trains/z9dyzd.
When cleaning out your closets for winter think of our
Day Guests, those sleeping outside in the winter and those
just stopping by the office looking for warm clothing.
Items needed are boots, heavier shoes, socks, winter
coats, mittens or gloves, warm hats. Sizes large or x-large,
and shoes 10, 10 ½,
or 11 are the most
commonly asked for.
Call the office for
ladies sizes. Clothing
should be washable.
If you have any
questions or to
volunteer, please call
Natalie, Emma C ,Emma S and Micah Judy in the office at
make lunch for day guests.
(630)584-6680.

One O’Clock Book Group
This book discussion group meets in
the Parlor at 1 pm on the first Monday
of each month (except Labor Day). The
selection for October 7 is The Great
Halifax Explosion by John U. Bacon. This
World War I story is a riveting, ticktock account of the largest man made
explosion in history prior to the atomic
bomb, and the equally astonishing tales
of survival and heroism that emerged from the ashes.
Copies are available on the book club shelves at the St.
Charles Public Library. All are invited to join in the lively
discussion. For information, contact Shelley Campbell at
sscbooks@sbcglobal.net.

UMW Meetings this Month

• UMW Leadership Team will gather for our first meeting
of the year on Wednesday, September 11 from 1-3pm in
the Parlor. Please note date and time change.
• Phoebe Circle meets at 9am in the Parlor on Wednesday,
September 11. This is a planning meeting. Bring your
ideas and reconnect after the a few months off.
• Sarah Ruth’s first meeting is in the Parlor on Wednesday,
September 25 at 1pm. Betty Erickson will present the
program.
• Lydia Circle meets at 6pm on Tuesday, September 24.

Our New Shorter Website Address
Baker Memorial has a new, shorter website address! You
can now use bakerumc.org to get to our website.
(Don’t worry, the old address will still get you there!)

Credit Card & Paypal Donation Options
If you would like to donate to Baker Memorial UMC
using a credit card or Paypal, go to
BakerMemorialChurch.org and click on
the donate button or you can scan our
QR code, shown here, to give with your
smart phone.
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Find Your Immerse: Beginnings Group
Another Immerse session begins the week of September
15. Immerse: Beginnings takes us on a unique journey
through the first five books of the Bible, the Pentateuch—
from Genesis through Deuteronomy. We had strong
participation the last session and we’d like to continue and
build upon that success.
Find your group! There are a number of groups that
meet at variety days and times in order accommodate
everyone. If you are interested in participating or seeing
the group list, go to http://bit.ly/ImmerseBeginnings or
contact Alan McCurdy at church in between services, email
amccurdy54@aol.com or cell 847-309-6904.

Men’s Football Fellowship Kicks Off
The United Methodist Men invite all men of the church
and their friends to come watch the Bears! We will gather
on scheduled Sundays in the church parlor to watch the
game and eat! Please bring your favorite snack or soft drink
and $5 to cover the cost of a main dish, such as pizza or
chicken, that will be provided. The first two games we will

watch take place at 1pm on October 6 and 27. Check the
UMM page on the church website for an updated schedule.
• Sunday, October 6 | 1pm | Bears vs. Raiders
• Sunday, October 27 | 1pm | Bears vs. Chargers

Upcoming Emmaus Walks This Fall
Does your spiritual life need a jump start? Do you have
questions about your faith? Do you know that being a
Christian involves responsibility? The Walk to Emmaus, a
three day spiritual experience, may be just what you need
to help with these questions. During the weekend, you
will learn of God’s grace and His plan for your life through
discussion, laughter, worship, and song.
Here are the two upcoming Emmaus walks:
• Men’s Walk 158 | September 26-29, 2019 | Bishop Lane
Retreat Center, Rockford, Illinois
• Women’s Walk 159 | October 3-6, 2019 | Bishop Lane
Retreat Center, Rockford, Illinois
Questions? Talk to Kim and Dan Starr, Betty Erickson,
Pam Stare, Paula and David Hall, Chris and John Stumpf,
Isie and Ken Barclay or Sandy and Rick Kotrba.

Sharing Food and Fellowship
A couple of years ago I took up serious grilling.
It was time to graduate from burgers and brats to whole
chickens and turkeys, pulled pork and, yes (oh, yes), Texas
brisket.
A chicken is easy, and pulled pork is, too, although it
can take more than half a day. But brisket is another thing.
Low and slow, consistent temperature, unpredictability
and your friends’ expectations. Brisket makes me nervous.
I start preparing a packer brisket two days in advance.
Once the meat is on the grill—indirect, of course—the
waiting begins. I watch the thermometer as the muscle’s
internal temperature slowly rises, then stalls around 160
degrees while the collagens and tough tissues begin to
break down and evaporate.
By the time the brisket is ready to eat, hungry friends
have arrived and I’m a nervous wreck, every time, despite
the fact that I’m yet to smoke a bad anything. It took me a
while to understand why this is so.
What I like best about grilling is sharing it with my
friends, the sense of community around the table as
we indulge together in a meal. Food is always more
meaningful when shared with others. Jesus thought of this
whenever he broke bread. His final hours with his

disciples were spent eating a meal.
It is because of this sense of community that Baker
Memorial United Methodist Church serves food—albeit
cookies and doughnuts, not brisket—during fellowship
time between worship services.
For many years, the church’s various groups and
committees provided the food each Sunday. However,
we are now in a period of transition, and are looking for
volunteers to sign up to provide treats each Sunday for
the remainder of 2019. We hope to implement a new
fellowship time food plan in January 2020.
The church’s remaining groups each will be assigned
at least one Sunday to provide treats from September
through December. We hope your family—perhaps you
can join with another family—will prayerfully consider
volunteering to provide treats one Sunday during these
four months. Just follow this link to sign up and pick a
Sunday. http://bit.ly/BakerFellowship
If you do, you might be pleasantly surprised at how
much you enjoy seeing others enjoy food you prepared by
hand (or bought at the store, if you choose), and meeting
a new friend over a freshly baked brownie.
Chris Nelson
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

9am Worship
7pm Scout Troop 14
9am Sunday School:
Children, Middle &
High School
10:30am Jazz
Worship

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

11:30am Day Guest
Lunch
11:30am Kiwanis
1:30pm Staff Meeting
8pm Alcoholics
Anonymous

5pm Wednesday
Night Supper
5pm Chapel Choir &
Wesley Singers
6pm Chancel Bell
6pm Wednesday
Worship
6:30pm Chancel
Choir

11:30am Day Guest
Lunch

6

7

11

12

13

14

Wednesday Nights at 7:30am FaithFriends
Baker Programing
Begins
9am Phoebe Circle
6pm Family First
Wednesdays

8am Farmer’s Market 9am Baptism Class
5pm Young Adults
@100 Grapes

17

18

19

20

21

24

25

26

27

28

3

4

8

9

10

15

16

22

23

29

30

7:30am UMM
Breakfast
9 & 10:30am
Immerse*
11:30am Immerse
@ Luau Coffee*
12pm Have A Look
Membership Class
4pm HS Fellowship
9am Bible Sunday
9 & 10:30am
Immerse
10:30am
Confirmation
11:30am Immerse
@ Luau Coffee
4pm Middle School
Fellowship
9 & 10:30am
Immerse
10:30am
Confirmation
11:30am Immerse
@ Luau Coffee
4pm High School
Fellowship

11:30am FaithFriends 3:30pm Lazarus
1pm One O’Clock
House Cooking
Book Club
7pm Spiritual
Formation &
Discipleship

9am NIL Food Bank
11:30am Immerse*
6:30pm Immerse
(off-site)*
7pm Strategy &
Admin Team

11:30am Immerse
6:30pm Immerse
(off-site)

11:30am Immerse
6:30pm Immerse
(off-site)

NOTE: The first row
of items occur
every week and
will not appear on
daily listings
(except in case of
schedule change)

8am Farmer’s Market
6pm Young Adult Jazz
Weekend Hangout

2

Jazz Sunday
10:30am Jazz
Worship with The
Kingdom Groove
4pm Middle School
Fellowship

SATURDAY

7:30am FaithFriends

1

Labor Day
Building closed

FRIDAY

11:30am Immerse*
5pm Woman’s
Emmaus (off-site)
6pm YA Immerse @
Arcedium*
6:30pm Immerse*
6:30pm Immerse *
@ Panera Bread,
South Elgin
11:30am Immerse
6pm YA Immerse @
Arcedium
6pm Lydia Circle
6:30pm Immerse
6:30pm Immerse
@ Panera Bread,
South Elgin

6pm Baker Kids
6:30pm Immerse*

1pm Sarah Ruth
Circle
6pm Baker Kids
6:30pm Immerse

5

7:30am Immerse*
1pm Women’s
Emmaus
6:30pm Immerse
(off-site)*

7:30am Immerse
6:30pm Immerse
(off-site)

* Immerse groups
begin the week
of September 15
and run weekly
through the week
of November 10.
See the article on
page 7 for more
information.
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Carillon Articles Due
8am Farmer’s Market
4:30pm Immerse
(off-site)*

8am Farmer’s Market 8:30am Pre
4:30pm Immerse
Marriage Seminar
(off-site)

—#—

STAFF
Rev. Mary Zajac | Senior Pastor
Jeffery Hunt | Director, Music Ministry
Mark Edwards | Organist
Shelly Stienbarger | Director, Children & Family Ministry
Jenn Gunn | Director, Administration & Communications
Carl E. King | Director, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Michele Claney | Creative Director
Judy Schlarb | Finance Manager
Lita Jimenez | Church Accountant
Karl Lescelius | Building Maintenance Manager

307 CEDAR AVENUE | ST. CHARLES, IL 60174
630-584-6680 | BAKERMEMORIALCHURCH.ORG
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