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PASTOR MARY’S MESSAGE

Praying for a Whole New World
There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the
Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near. —Luke 21:25-28

S

ometimes the world seems to be full of bad news; another shooting, another natural
disaster, another war. On the Friday after Thanksgiving there was more challenging
news. “The Fourth National Climate Assessment” report was released. If the report is
correct, and no actions are taken, there will be substantial distress in the United States over
the next 30-80 years. The scripture can feel uncomfortably real in these times.
The passage above is one of the
standard readings for the first
Sunday of Advent. We think of
Christmas as a season filled with
peace and joy. Instead, we get a dose
of reality. Jesus sat with his disciples
2000 years ago and explained that at
some point, or perhaps many points,
there would be natural and national
distress so intense that people would
faint from fear. Yet, the bad news
is a prelude to the good news of
Christ’s eventual return. This passage teaches Christians to watch for, and even expect Jesus
to return when the world seems to be spiraling out of control.
However, we aren’t supposed to gather on a mountain top and wait for Jesus to rescue
us personally. Christians are called to be diligent workers for God in this present world.
We are to work for justice, feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, and provide shelter
Continued on page 2.
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PASTOR MARY’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 1.

to those who have nothing. We are to spread the news of
Jesus far and wide, and make disciples of all nations. While
we work diligently, we are also to pray diligently for God’s
whole new world to come on earth. Our ultimate hope is
Take heart in the midst not in our ability to fix all
the world’s problems but in
of the challenging news the coming of the Kingdom
of the world, Christ will of God on earth where
there will be no suffering.
come again.
Hearing this scripture at
the beginning of Advent focuses our eyes on the imperfect
world as it is. It humbles us to admit that even our best
efforts will not solve the world’s problems permanently.
It challenges us to be faithful enough to stand up in the

midst of the terrors of life and proclaim that this present
darkness is not the end of the story. Finally, it pushes us
to find effective ways to share the Good News of Christ,
because a heart truly formed in Christian love cannot bear
the thought that others might not respond in faith when
the moment demands it.
We are in the season of Advent. Just like others waited
two millennia ago, we find ourselves waiting for the coming
of Christ. Take heart in the midst of the challenging news
of the world, Christ will come again. Work diligently, pray
diligently, ask God to build up the strength of your faith to
face the challenges to come, and don’t forget to prepare the
way of the Lord for others. This, perhaps surprisingly, is
what it means to prepare for Christmas.
In Christ,

Pastor Mary

Delivering Christmas Invitations and Cheer by the Truckload
NASHVILLE, Tennessee – What makes for the perfect
Christmas gift this season? According to statistics, it’s
sharing experiences with family and friends. To fulfill
that Christmas wish, The United Methodist Church is
presenting The True Meaning of Christmas Tour.
Representatives will be traveling to 11 cities across the
nation in a gift-wrapped truck offering family-friendly
fun, while connecting visitors with a reminder of what
Christmas is all about.
“Christmas is a joyful time for many, but can bring
about depression, stress and loneliness for others,”
shares Dan Krause, chief executive of United Methodist
Communications, which created the tour in partnership
with local churches. “We want to help people remember
that celebrating Christmas is not about to-do lists and
shopping. If you’re feeling stressed or alone, we want to
invite you to connect with a local United Methodist church
to experience fellowship and explore the true meaning of
Christmas.”
Pew Research found that the things people least liked
about Christmas were related to commercialism and
materialism. They would rather spend their time with
family and friends. Eventbrite revealed that millennials
place a higher value on experiences over possessions.
United Methodist Communications’ recent Barna Group
survey, noted that people seeking a spiritual home spend
the majority of their free time at restaurants and coffee
houses with many engaging in volunteer activities.

Given these findings, The True Meaning of Christmas
Tour fits the bill for what people are looking for in the
weeks leading up to Christmas.
In each city, local United Methodist churches will join the
truck team to host festivities that include free hot chocolate
and an interactive photo booth for capturing memories.
A craft station will also be on site for decorating greeting
cards for those who might be in need of cheer, such as
hospital patients and
nursing home residents.
Attendees are also
invited to share prayer
requests, engage in
conversations about
the reason behind the
season and to join
local congregations for
Christmas services and
events.
In addition to tour stops where the truck will be on-hand,
United Methodist congregations in additional locations
across the U.S. will host hot cocoa fellowship events at their
churches. Follow the tour online at UnwrapChristmas.org.
To reach even more people with a message of hope this
Christmas, The United Methodist Church will also be
running complementary national advertisements created to
inspire people throughout the holiday season.
—umcpresscenter.org
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Children & Family Ministries
FOCUS: THE GIFT OF JESUS!

C

hristmas is fast upon us, lights are beginning to
show up on trees and the holiday music is in the air.
Every year we see signs of Christmas earlier and
earlier with decorations in the store aisles in October. We
know the story of Christmas. We greet friends and family
with a cheery, “Merry Christmas!” But, do you stop to ask
anyone, “Did you hear the good news?”
We are broken in a world full of sin. We need to be
reminded of the most important gift, which is the gift God
gave us; Jesus. Can I get an Amen? Amen! Jesus was the gift
to the whole world. Sadly, there are still people who haven’t
heard this good news. We need to continue to share the
story and joy of Jesus’ birth. We all need to be reminded
every once in a while, of the good news that God is with us.
As you prepare your Christmas season, remember He
is the reason for the season. Put God first by scheduling
time with Him in your calendar. Be the helping hands for
preparing meals for the hungry. God has given each person
extraordinary gifts that make each person special. It could
be your smile and conversation with a stranger who might
become your next best friend. It could be your powerful
hug to soften someone’s heart. Maybe, your extraordinary
gift is the gift to teach. It’s not too late to sign up for next
spring! This month, our Baker children will be diving
deeper with our A Baby Is Born curriculum to explore
Jesus’ birth. Join us to praise God joyfully during Sunday

school, Chapel, or our pageant to be presented during
second service December 9th.
This season as you celebrate Jesus’ birth, remember to
share His gift of never-ending love with everyone.

THIS MONTH’S FAMILY BIBLE VERSE

Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the
Lord. —Luke 2:11 Deep Blue Kid’s Bible

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

• December 2 | First Day of Advent
• December Curriculum | 9am | A Baby Is Born (Luke
2:1-20)
• December 9 | 10:30am | Christmas Pageant
• December 23 & 30 | No Sunday School (Christmas
Break)

THANK YOU’S!

• November Shepherds: Courtney Fredrickson &
Toni Peck
• November Teachers: Ginny Swiatek, Becky Crow, Rigel
Nelson & Chrissy Farley
• Nursery: Catherine Rosenquist & Danni Killian
Blessings and Joy,

Shelly Stienbarger

Director, Children & Family Ministry

What do the Candles in Our Advent Wreath Mean?
The Advent wreath, four candles on
a wreath of evergreen, is shaped in a
perfect circle to symbolize the eternity
of God. In some churches, four purple
candles, one for each week in Advent,
are used with one larger white candle
in the middle as the Christ candle.
Other churches prefer three purple
or blue candles with one candle being
rose or pink, to represent joy.
While the Advent wreath with
its four candles did bring light to churches, it was not to
illuminate the interior as much as to symbolize the coming
of Christ. The Advent wreath began in the time of the
Protestant reformer Martin Luther.

During each Sunday of the Advent
season, we focus on one of the four
virtues Jesus brings us: Hope, Love,
Joy and Peace. Others consider
the lighting of the first candle to
symbolize expectation, while the
second symbolizes hope, the third
joy and the fourth purity. The Christ
candle is lit on Christmas Eve or
Christmas Day reminding Christians
that Jesus is the light of the world.
The order and exact wording vary among churches, but the
wreath continually reminds us of whom we are called to be
as followers of Jesus.
—umcpresscenter.org
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Youth Ministry
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

O

ur groups for young people are going very well,
even as we contend with the challenge of lower
numbers this year. Though Miriam Circle and
Sisterhood are both under the auspices of UMW, I have
been blessed to work with the leaders and hear the reports
of young ladies energized by Christ, service and learning
about the Bible. In the same manner, our young men
in Joseph Fellowship and Brotherhood are plugged in
and growing. Most of this flourishing is due to amazing
volunteers who bring their ideas, energy and resources
every month. I sometimes get questions about what young
people at Baker Memorial are doing and recite our list of
monthly or bi-monthly programs.
After going through the list and including Sunday school
and confirmation, I try to ask for a commitment to serve.
There is no ulterior motive on my part. I just know how
much we are already doing on a consistent basis and how
much more we would love to add to the schedule for
young people. There is just no way to make these added
programs viable without an influx of volunteers, so as you
are evaluating your end of year commitments and making
plans for 2019, think deeply about working in or leading a
youth program. If you have taken a long break from service,
now is the time to step up and get re-engaged. The church
needs you to shine bright.
In addition to the question about youth activities, I am
also asked about ways members can help out. The list is
long and exhausting (not exhaustive), but the two things we
need, going into the end of the year and into next year are
volunteers and sponsors. In June, we had a young person
who was unable to make our annual Work Trip. Their spot
was paid for and as a result, a young person affiliated with
this church who was not able to afford the cost, was able to
go in their stead. Last month, a family called to ask if they
could sponsor a young person on our upcoming Winter

Retreat and I excitedly told them yes. They promptly wrote
a check and we will now be able to make the trip happen
for another two youth. We often have young people who
do not sign up or attend events because of the price. If
you can make it easier for them by giving money to the
BakerYouth program in a one-time gift or on-going basis, it
will certainly lower barriers to participation.
Finally, as we close out the year, Thank You again, to all
of the volunteers, parents, mentors, guardians, staff and
friends who help this program make an impact in the lives
of our young people. May God bless you.
Sincerely,

Carl King

Director of Youth Ministry

DECEMBER YOUTH MEETINGS
1
2
		
16
		

6:30pm | BakerYouth Christmas Party
4pm | Sisterhood Bible Study
6:30pm | Brotherhood
12:30pm | Miriam Circle
6:30pm | Brotherhood
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Young Adult Ministry

W

orking with our young adult population has
been a tremendous blessing and required quite
a bit of intentional thought and planning. One
of the challenges is how the interests and concerns of single
people differ from married people, not to mention how
couples without children differ from couples with one or
multiple children. While we do not want to leave anyone
out, events that cater to everyone tend to draw no one so,
for December the young adult committee is taking a twopronged approach.
On December 9th, at 12pm, we are meeting over at our
house for a young professionals brunch. If you consider
yourself a young professional, you are welcome to drop in
with a dish and share time getting to know other young
professionals in the church. The theme is Christmas, so
anything from turducken to tofu is welcome. There will
be childcare provided at the church until 2pm to allow
parents of small children to join us and there is no cover
charge. I realize we still have not replaced programming for
Wednesday nights, but if you are a part of that study group,
you are welcome, even if you’re 30 plus.

December Wednesday Night Suppers

• December 5 | Arroz Con Pollo, Black Beans, Southwest
Salad, Squash Bisque and Chips & Salsa
• December 12 | Apricot Thyme Chops, Potatoes, Carrots
and onions, Garlic Green Beans, Tossed Salad and
Tomato Tortellini Soup.
• December 19 | UMM Fundraiser | Sloppy Joes
• December 26 | No dinner

Credit Card & Paypal Donation Options
If you would like to donate to Baker Memorial United
Methodist Church using a credit card or
Paypal, go to BakerMemorialChurch.org and
click on the donate button or you can scan
our QR code, shown here, to give with your
smart phone.

Church Conference This Month
The Annual Church conference will take place on
Tuesday, December 18 at 6:30pm. Please plan to attend.

Then on December 27, we have a special event just for
our returning and college-aged members. This is a service
project at Northern Illinois Food Bank from 5-7pm,
followed by a drive to Portillo’s up the road for grub and
catching up. This should be about the time in your winter
break where you have exhausted all of the television shows
and repeated yourself to each family member on “what
it’s like to be away.” We are signed up to pack food, so
bring comfy clothes and close toed shoes. If you have a
friend you’d like to bring, let me know via email at cking@
bakermemorialchurch.org or text me at 630-870-2577. This
is specifically a college-aged young adult event, so come
if you fall into that group and catch up with your former
youth group friends. Message me ASAP, so I can send your
name to the food bank. We have a limited number of slots
reserved and want to be considerate of their process.
I look forward to connecting with you in December!
Sincerely,

Carl King

Director of Young Adult Ministry

FINANCE COMMITTEE CORNER
2018 YTD Financial Information

u Operating Fund Balance as of 10/31/2018 is $43,718
Our November meeting focused on balancing the 2019
budget. We have submitted our proposal to church
council to be confirmed at their December meeting. We
want to thank each and every individual and family that
contributes to Baker via the stewardship campaign. Your
pledges primarily allow us to create this budget each
year. We also greatly appreciate those that contribute
via unpledged income which also provides considerable
funds to help operate our church.
Please prayerfully consider being a part of the Capital
Campaign. The finance committee supports this
campaign fully and will assist in any and all ways that
we can. We are blessed with the abundance we have and
our ability to share that with the church for the present
and future of Baker through these two campaigns:
stewardship and capital.
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Every Household Visitation Begins

United Methodist Men This Month

This Sunday, December 2nd between
the 9 and 10:30am services, we will have
a special time to talk about the capital
campaign. We will introduce the Steering
Committee for the “Opening A New
Door” capital campaign and launch our
every household visitation phase of the
campaign.
Our goal is to visit all 300 Baker Memorial UMC
households over the next few weeks. Your visit will consist
of friends visiting friends and sharing information that
is presented in our campaign brochure. You will NOT be
asked for money. You will be challenged to pray and seek
the Lord as to what part He would have you play in the
capital campaign. Once you have determined what you
will give, you will be given the opportunity to fill out your
capital campaign pledge card. All donations will be spread
out over a 3-5 years.
Greg Holt, our Campaign Director, is needing 20
additional volunteers who will attend a one hour
Training Session where you will learn how to present the
information in our campaign brochure. Remember, you
will not be asking anyone for money. A visit is simply a
time to exchange information so everyone in the church
will be on the same page. You can sign up to be a Volunteer
Visitor after each 9am service throughout the month of
December in Baker Hall. This is a great opportunity to get
to know your brothers and sisters who called BMUMC
their church home.

• No Men’s Breakfast in December
• Men’s Football Fellowship | You’re invited to join UMM
in the Parlor for fellowship, food and Bears football for
Sunday games. See our schedule below for dates and
times. Please bring your favorite soft drink or snack
to share and $5 to cover the cost of food that will be
provided. Go Bears!
December 2 | Noon-3pm | Bears vs Giants
December 9 | Noon-3pm | Bears vs Rams
December 16 | Noon-3pm | Bears vs Packers
December 30 | Noon-3pm | Bears vs Vikings
• Saturday, December 15 | 9am | UMM will be cleaning
the Sanctuary for Christmas. Please just show up if you
can help.
• Wednesday, December 19 | UMM Fundraiser | Serving
Sloppy Joes at Wednesday Night Supper

United Methodist Women This Month

• UMW Leadership Meeting | Leadership team and circle
chairs please plan to attend our monthly meeting on
Wednesday, December 5 from 9-11am in the Parlor.
Following our meeting, we will be assembling our jars for
the December bake sale.
• UMW Bake Sale | Sunday, December 16 | 10am | Drop off
donations by 9am in Baker Hall.
• Esther Circle | Saturday, December 15 | 9-11am
Esther Circle will have a Christmas Party at the home of
Milupa King. Childcare will be available at the Church.
• Sarah Ruth Circle | Wednesday, December 5 | 12:30pm
Join us for a potluck and Christmas fellowship in the
back of Wiley Hall.
• Phoebe Circle | Tuesday, December 11 | 9:30am
Brunch at The Herrington Inn in Geneva. RSVP to Carol
Harris ahead of time and bring cash for payment.

Caring Ministry News
The Caring Ministry continues to have a very active
participation on Tuesday and Thursdays with the
Day Guest Program. The numbers have increased to
approximately 14-16 guests. With the direction of a leader,
the Mid Valley students help set-up, serve the meals and
wash the mugs from Sunday’s fellowship that volunteers
bring to Baker Hall. These students are learning new skills
which will help them when they age out of the Mid Valley
program.
Once a month the Home School Group prepares a meal
on Monday to be served the next day. In addition, many
guests come to our Wednesday Night Suppers. Casseroles,
sloppy joes, pasta, etc. are needed along with more
volunteers to bring the food into Baker Hall. You can sign
up by using our Meal Train application: https://mealtrain.
com/trains/z9dyzd.
In addition, we also supply the guests with warm clothing
and take away food as the cold winter months approach.
Donations can be dropped off in the church office.
We have a small group of people that rotate month
sending cards to anyone that can use a caring touch from
someone at Baker. The needs are for both concerns and
joys. Volunteers are also needed for this ministry.
As we light our first candle on the Advent wreath which
represents hope, it reminds us that Jesus Christ is the hope
of the world. Let’s do our part to be agents of hope and to
instill hope to all those we meet during this Advent season
and always.
Thanks to all of our dedicated volunteers. —Judy Schlarb
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MISSIONS CORNER

GIFTS NEED WRAPPING? LET US HELP!

Opportunities for Service
TURKEY RECAP

Stuff the Turkey at Thanksgiving was another success for
ministry! We collected $1,240 that will be used by the
Salvation Army to feed many in need a Thanksgiving
Dinner! Thank you to all that made this possible!

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING

Please join our award-winning team as we support the
Salvation Army in the annual Red Kettle Campaign.
We have been in hour long shifts from the day after
Thanksgiving and will continue to until Christmas
Eve—but never on Sundays. We’ve again been assigned
to the North (Osco side) door at the Jewel at Randall and
Prairie in St. Charles. Baker Memorial rings from 1-7pm
on weekdays or 10am-6pm on Saturdays. Sign up during
Fellowship Time in Baker Hall on Sunday, December 2 and
9. You can also sign up by calling Rick Carlson at 630-7790247, or by email at carlson.rc@sbcglobal.net.

ANGEL TREE TAG NEWS & REMINDERS

The Salvation Army Angel Tree program has been well
received by our congregation! Through our giving we
provide gifts for children ages infant to teen! We had 70
tags available for the taking in November and they were all
spoken for. NOTE: If you have not already, please drop off
your gifts in a large bag with the Salvation Army Angel Tag
attached to Baker Hall at 10am on Sunday December 2 or
9. If you miss those dates, you may drop yours off directly
to the Salvation Army. Thank you for supporting this
important local ministry!

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE ENDS ON THE 2ND

Stop by the table at 10am to order your tree. All trees will
be delivered to the church for pick up according to the date
selected on your form. Contact Dave Wilson with questions
at 708.302.9090. Proceeds were donated by Wilson Tree Co.
to our Youth Summer Mission Trip and CASA in memory
of Doris Hunt.

GRATEFUL FOR MEALS ON WHEELS DONATION

The Holmes Family Fund has graciously offered to donate
$500 to the Kane County Senior Council for the Meals on
Wheels program. This fund and the Holmes family are a
blessing to Mission Outreach.

A Christmas Wrapping
Service will be offered
three times! Just bring
your gifts to Wiley Hall
and we will wrap them
for you for a donation
while you are in church
or during Wednesday
Night Supper. All proceeds will go to the Rainbow
Covenant giving from Baker Memorial. See the chart
below for days and times.
DATE
December 16
December 19
December 23

DROP OFF TIME
8:30am
10am
5pm
8:30am

PICK UP TIME
10:15am
11:15am
7pm
10:15am

10am

11:30am

Let us help make your holidays a little easier this year!

ADULT ‘19 MISSION TRIP TO NEW ORLEANS

It’s our 10th Adult Mission Trip to New Orleans! Ten years
seems like a lot, but we could serve in New Orleans for
20 years (along with others) and not make a dent in the
devastation caused by Katrina! This year the team is taking
a slightly different approach. We have stayed at Camp Hope
while serving all these years and worked with Habitat for
Humanity. Camp Hope plans to celebrate our 10th year
with us! We want to honor them and their excellent care of
us over the years, so we are working for Camp Hope this
year serving the St. Bernard Parish in the lower 9th ward!
The project manager will set us up with the type of work
that suits our team. We can work construction (which
means home repair), in a food bank, in a thrift store or
construction around Camp Hope helping with needed
improvements. We can even do a variety of these options
if we choose. Working with Camp Hope allows those that
may not be able or want to work construction to serve in
New Orleans.
Are you interested in serving? The trip this year is
scheduled for March 30-April 6. The deadline for signing
up is January 15! Please call or email Chris Stumpf
(cstumpf0308@gmail.com or 630-709-7761) with questions
or to add your name to the list of volunteers in 2019!
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DECEMBER 2018
SUNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9am Worship
11:30am FaithFriends
9am Sunday School: 7pm Boy Scouts
Children, Middle
School & Adult
10am Chapel Boys
10:30am Jazz
Worship
10:30am High School
Sunday School

11:30am Day Guest
Lunch
11:30am Kiwanis
1:30pm Staff Meeting
8pm Alcoholics
Anonymous

4:30pm Chapel Bells 7:30am FaithFriends
11:30am Day Guest
5pm Wednesday
Lunch
Night Supper
5pm Wesley Singers
6pm Chancel Bells
6:30 Chancel Choir
6:30pm Confirmation

NOTE: The first row 1
of items occur
9am Santa Breakfast
6:30pm BakerYouth
every week and
Christmas Party
will not appear on
daily listings
(except in case of
schedule change)

2

3

42

53

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

9am Indoor
Farmer’s Market

15

7:30am FaithFriends

10am All-Church
Capital Campaign
Meeting
12pm UMM Football
4pm Sisterhood
6:30pm Brotherhood

9am Music Sunday
10:30am Sunday
School Pageant
12pm UMM Football
12pm Young Adults
Brunch

MONDAY

11:30am FaithFriends 11:30am DBTP
1pm One O’Clock
6:30pm DBTP
Book Club
7pm Church Council

11:30am FaithFriends 11:30am DBTP
7pm Priscilla Circle
3:30pm Lazarus
7pm Trustees
House Cooking
6:30pm DBTP
6:30pm Children &
Family

THURSDAY

9am UMW Leadership 7:30am FaithFriends
Meeting
6pm Cap Camp
12pm Sarah-Ruth
Steering Comm
Circle
6pm Mindful
Moments
6:30pm Missions

9:30am Phoebe
Circle

FRIDAY

9am Indoor
Farmer’s Market

SATURDAY

5pm Illinois Brass
Band Concert

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31 2297

10am UMW Bake
Sale
12pm UMM Football
12:30pm Miriam
Circle
6:30pm Brotherhood

9 & 10:30am
A Service for a
New Year
12pm UMM Football

9am NIL Food Bank
5pm Women’s
11:30am FaithFriends
Emmaus (offsite)
6:30pm Church
Conference

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
4pm Service for
All Ages
8 & 10pm Traditional
Candlelight Service

New Year’s Eve

5pm UMM Sloppy Joe Carillon articles due 9am Indoor
Dinner
for next month
Farmer’s Market
6pm Mindful
7:30am FaithFriends
Moments
1pm Women’s
Emmaus

7:30am FaithFriends
5pm Young Adults at
NIL Food Bank

30

26
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9am Indoor
Farmer’s Market

STAFF
Rev. Mary Zajac | Senior Pastor
Jeffery Hunt | Director, Music Ministry
Mark Edwards | Organist
Shelly Stienbarger | Director, Children & Family Ministry
Jenn Gunn | Director, Administration & Communications
Carl E. King | Director, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Michele Claney | Creative Director
Judy Schlarb | Finance Manager
Lita Jimenez | Church Accountant
Karl Lescelius | Building Maintenance Manager

307 CEDAR AVENUE | ST. CHARLES, IL 60174
630-584-6680 | BAKERMEMORIALCHURCH.ORG
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