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PASTOR MARY’S MESSAGE

A Difficult Season
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter
under heaven —Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NRSV)

M

any people in The United Methodist Church around the world are not aware
that there is a disagreement among Methodists that is so deep that it threatens
to divide our “united” church. According to the book, “Unity of the Church
and Human Sexuality,” which was recently published by The United Methodist Church,
“Whether we want to acknowledge it or not, our church is at a fork in the road, and how we
go forward or whether we go forward
together as a denomination is at stake.”
It is a difficult season in the life of the
church. Leaders of the Global Church are
working to see how our United Methodist
foundational theology of unity in the
face of differences, can be lived out in the
context of this particular disagreement.
The disagreement regards human
sexuality; specifically whether clergy can
officiate marriage of same-sex couples
and whether those who are engaged in
same-sex relationships can be ordained
or appointed as clergy members.
Underneath those challenges are
additional challenges regarding Scripture
interpretation, faithful living in the modern world, and United Methodist clergy and
congregation commitment to follow the United Methodist Book of Discipline. Underneath
those challenges is the bedrock challenge to our understanding that we can be united in
Christ even while having differing understanding on some theological points.
Sadly, even though all United Methodists agree that the two greatest commandments
are to love God completely, and love our neighbors as we love ourselves, the conversations
and behaviors around these challenges have become quite heated and unloving at times.
At the 2016 General Conference, which is the global meeting of United Methodist leaders
Continued on page 2.
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PASTOR MARY’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 1.

that takes place every four years, a request was made
to stop discussion before permanent damage was done
without adequate reflection. A decision was then made to
convene a group of 32 individuals with different opinions,
gifts, and skills to prayerfully discern how God would
have us proceed. This 32 member, “Commission on a Way
Forward” has been tasked to bring a proposal to a special
session of the General Conference in February 2019. In
other words, we will need to wait for at least a year before
we see the proposal to be considered. After the General
Conference votes in February 2019, each annual conference
will vote in the annual conference meetings throughout
2019. A decision will not be clear until at least 2020.

While this seems slow in our world of rapid decision
making, the foundational theology of unity in the midst
of diverse opinions is a worthy topic and there are many
things we can be doing as we wait.
• Most importantly we can pray, not for our favorite
answer to be chosen, but rather that the Spirit of God will
guide the Commission members to a faithful proposal.
Perhaps to something we have not even considered. We
can also pray for God to prepare those who will vote at
the 2019 Special Session of General Conference to receive
the report with open
When the time is right,
hearts and minds.
we will understand
• We can also focus our
attention on what
the options before us
Christ has called us to
as a congregation and
do, which is to grow in
the steps that need to
our own discipleship,
and help others become be taken.
Disciples of Christ. We
should not turn our local church focus away from our
greatest responsibility in this difficult season.
• Finally, we can choose to trust the process and the people
who are carrying the responsibility of discernment.
The people involved in the commission are deeply
faithful people who love Christ and the Church. They
have substantial diversity of opinion reflected in their
membership and do not need to be second guessed
during their difficult process.
There is no need to worry or become anxious. When the
time is right, we will understand the options before us as a
congregation and the steps that need to be taken.
The Commission On A Way Forward has recently
released a short progress report. It is very high level, but
also very readable. I encourage you to read it at, http://
www.umc.org/news-and-media/commission-on-a-wayforward-issues-status-report. I also have several copies of
the book “Unity of the Church and Human Sexuality.” If
you would like to take a look at one, please let me know.
Finally, let us remember that while we feel assured in our
own thinking, the person next to us in the pew may have
a different opinion. In this difficult season, we need to
work very hard to speak carefully, and listen deeply to our
brothers and sisters in Christ so that we do not fail to live
the two greatest commandments to the best of our ability.
In Christ

Pastor Mary
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Children & Family Ministries

W

e have successfully finished our first month of
Sunday school from our fall curriculum. I just
wanted to give a “shout-out” to Debbie French,
Mandy Hale, and Mitzi Babka who all taught a three week
rotation on Joseph’s Journey. The children experienced
spiritual practices with sand. They sampled pasta, because
the Egyptians produced grain, and decorated graham
crackers with colorful airhead candy. The children also
explored art by decorating colorful jackets and paintings.
This rotation would not be a success without our shepherds
Toni Peck, Milupa King, and Courtney Fredrickson. Thank
you all!
Don’t forget about Baker Kids on Wednesday nights
from 6-7pm with Ken Barclay and myself. All children ages
Kindergarten to 6th grade are welcome. They just started a
passport for their travels through the book of Acts. I look
at October as a fun month, with great weather and lots of
activities for the family. It is also exciting because it is a new
season. Come join us for our upcoming events!
Blessings and Joy,

Shelly Stienbarger

FAMILY BIBLE VERSE

“to put on the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness” –Ephesian 4:24 NIV

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

• Wednesday Nights | Baker Kids | 6pm
• Sunday, October 1 | 9am & 10:30am | World
Communion Day | 1st Communion at 10:30am service
• Sunday, October 22 | 4-4:30pm | Caring Ministry:
Trick-or-Treat | Wear your costumes & help us pass out
treats to our nursing home friends. RSVP to sstienbarger@
bakermemorialchurch.org
• Sunday, October 29 | 3-5pm | Spooktacular Tunes &
Treats | Come for the music, treats or costume parade! Just
come!
Want to decorate a trunk? RSVP to sstienbarger@
bakermemorialchurch.org

CALL OUTS!

We need four more teachers for November. The
rotation topic is Ten Commandments. Please help out.
sstienbarger@bakermemorialchurch.org

The first month of Sunday school kicked off with a three week
study of Joseph’s Journey.
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Youth Ministry
We Belong to Each Other

I

typically write to youth and parents, but this month
want to address this article to parents of teens at Baker
Memorial. If you have attended long at all, you know
how diligent we are about creating opportunities for young
people to support one another, learn from each other and
grow in their faith. These opportunities include one-time
events, and monthly or bi-monthly programs. When
looking at all of this activity I’m sure it can seem daunting
or over the top, but let me encourage you to overcome any
hesitation and lead your teen to engage. Let me elaborate.
As you probably know, a few weeks ago, a young man
attempted suicide at Geneva High School. The next day, a
threat was phoned in that there would be a shooting. When
you add these tragic circumstances to the trauma Saint
Charles East attendees experienced this year, it becomes
clear how much young people need healthy environments
to build up one another free from judgment and scorn.
Following the incident at Geneva High, a friend and
myself got together and he asked the question, “How are
we preparing young people to help their friends with these
kinds of challenges?” It really caused me to think, because
the Bible tells us to carry each other’s burdens to reflect the
love of Christ. While we work to make sure young people
are connected with the Baker Memorial community and
are growing in their faith, we also diligently work as a youth
ministry to equip young people to help others. It is part and
parcel of what we do.
A few weeks prior to these shocking events in Geneva, a
young man named Logic performed a song named,
“1-800-273-8255”. It details the story of his own struggle
with suicide. The name of the song is the number to
the suicide hotline and Logic tells his story through the
lyrics of feeling like there is no hope. After his song and

performance, calls to the suicide hotline went up 30
percent. That number is heartening because youth are
finding hope, but it is troubling because, how many more
young people in our world are facing a sense of fear,
isolation and hopelessness? They are in our homes, on our
streets, and if one of us hurt, we all feel the pain.
We belong to one another. If one of us is struggling, we
want to express the love of Christ to them. As we become
whole, our mission is to train leaders among us to recover
their friends and acquaintances. We all have a part in this,
young people and adults. One way you, as an adult can
make a difference, is by reaching out to a young person
this month. Greet them in Baker Hall or drop by the youth
center, downstairs. Let them know they are not alone and
you are in their corner fighting for them to flourish.
Pray for us, as well.
In Christ,

Carl King

Director of Youth Ministry
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Young Adult Ministry
Getting Involved

L

ast month was pretty packed with events and good
times. We opened a new book (A Guide to Prayer for
All Who Seek God) beginning study on scriptures and
reflections, we also hosted the Neighborhood Block Party
and a really cool Murder Mystery Dinner. This month, we
intend to put a little sweat equity into a home for Habitat
for Humanity on October 14th. We will continue meeting
every other week on Wednesday night and we’re adding a
new event—an after hours mixer—because meeting young
adults where they are is essential to the mission of Christ.
These are great successes to celebrate because over the
past few weeks, many challenges facing our world have
come into stark focus. From hurricanes and earthquakes,
to hunger and racism we are bombarded by issues that
demand our attention. Young adults want to help, too. The
conversations I’ve been involved in bear this out. So, where
to begin?
The best starting point is where Jesus began his ministry
and where he returned repeatedly— prayer, meditation
and solitude. Christ launched his ministry with a prayer
to the Father. As he was baptized and as he performed the
first miracle, he called out to God. When people pressed
Before diving into any kind him and his disciples
wavered, he went
of advocacy, humanitarian aside and prayed in
or activist work we should the garden, on the
mountain or in a quiet
find a place to pray.
place. This is the best
example we can follow. Before diving into any kind of
advocacy, humanitarian or activist work we should find a
place to pray. We should seek to hear what he said during
his earthly ministry and what he is telling the church today.
As we pray, we can see clearly and know the best direction
to go with our labors.
The next step and a great resource is the United
Methodist Church website. On there, we can learn about
people with shoes on the ground in Houston, Florida,
Puerto Rico and the Caribbean Islands devastated by wind
and water. You can learn about one of the best ways to
stretch your donations. You can discover stories of hope
that can guide your own efforts and the efforts of those with
whom you are in contact, either here, near or far away in
storm damaged communities.
Additionally, the United Methodist Church website has

UMCOR, the United Methodist Church’s relief agency, walks
alongside conferences to make sure survivors get what they
need at every stage of a disaster. Photo by Mike DuBose, United
Methodist Communications
a list of resources to educate on issues of race and class.
In the wake of strong opinions expressed by so many,
we can be quick to speak and slow to listen. Often, these
arguments simply serve to retrench ideas and biases that
we’ve built up over time. These habits often push us further
apart, contradicting Jesus’ prayer that we be One as he and
the Father are One. Here is a link to some articles on the
general conference website that can serve as a springboard
to deeper conversation and understanding: www.gcorr.org/
resources/
So, join us for the Habitat for Humanity volunteer event,
link up with us in the study group on Wednesday nights, or
begin with prayer and reading a little on the UMC website.
There is a place for all young adults to get involved. We
welcome you wherever you can connect!
Peace,

Carl King

Director of Young Adult Ministry

Online Resources
• United Methodist Church: www.umc.org
• How UMCOR Stretches Your Disaster Dollar:
www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/news-stories/2016/
august/0818disasterdollar
• UMC articles on race and class: www.gcorr.org/
resources/

5 | OCTOBER
— # — 2017

Missions Corner

soon to sign you up! There is no fee for volunteering for the
day (8:30am-4pm).
Contact Betty with any questions at N9YFC@aol.com.

Opportunities for Service

Summer Offering a Success

Coins for Cambodia, our summer collection, has ended.
While donations are still coming in, we are over the $3,600
mark! This includes the silent auction money that was
collected for the Adirondack chair painted by our staff
and the hand painted flower pots by the Adult Missions
team and The Young Adult Ministry. Mission Outreach
is grateful for the support given by our congregation! The
donations will be put to good use doing God’s work in
Cambodia! You will hear more about our missionary Clara
Biswas and her efforts in Cambodia in the months ahead!

Give the Gift of Life

Our Heartland Blood Drive is Wednesday, October 11 at
the south end of Wiley Hall. If you have ever considered
giving blood, this makes it easy for you! You can give blood
from 3:30pm until 7:30pm. New donors are really needed!
Please consider saving a life.
Contact Pete Holmes with questions at 630-377-2183.

Fundrive DONATION drop off on the 14th

The FUNDrive is Saturday, October 14 from 9am to 4 pm.
Donate your clothing and household items to be turned
into money for Missions! You drop off your items at the
lower narthex (the gold
doors right off of Route 64).
Savers will pay by the pound
for goods collected. Items
accepted are: clothing, shoes,
accessories, bedding, linens, bath items, toys, household
items and books. Please do not drop off anything other than
what is listed. For reference, 200 bags earns about $500!
Contact Chris at cstumpf0308@gmail.com with questions.
In addition, continue to save for the rummage sale in the
fall to support youth mission!

Midwest Distribution Work Trip Planned

Serve at the Midwest Distribution Center on October 23!
Join a team that is headed to Chatham, to work for the
day. Volunteers may pack kits, sort items, sew, help with
mailings, build desks, repair bicycles and sewing machines,
help load/unload supplies or whatever the current
requested needs are at the time. No matter your abilities,
there is an important job that needs you! Betty Erickson is
heading up this day trip and will be in Baker Hall at 10am

Stuff The Turkey for Those in Need

Stuff The Turkey begins October 22 and runs through
November 12 in Baker Hall during fellowship hour. Please
help support the Tri-City Salvation Army. Your donation
will provide $20 food vouchers for local families. Make
checks payable to Baker Memorial UMC or put cash in a
blue offering envelope marked “Stuff the Turkey.”
Contact Loretta Wilson at 630-975-5455.

Announcing the 2018 Adult Mission Trip

The next Habitat For Humanity Adult Mission Trip to
New Orleans will be April 22-29, 2018! This will be our
9th trip to help build homes that were devastated by
Katrina! Construction volunteers are the foundation of
the NOAHH homeownership program, often working
alongside NOAHH partner families. Volunteers build the
homes from the ground up, and their work day will vary
depending on the current needs of the affiliate. Tasks range
from foundation work to building walls to painting to
flooring. You could be building a new home or building a
wheelchair ramp for a housebound, elderly homeowner.
Almost every part of our home construction and repair
process is done by volunteers, making the no-interest
mortgage possible for our partner families! A full build day
is from 8am to 4pm. There is a job for everyone! No special
skills are needed—just a desire to serve. Reservations are
made in January for our team!
If you are interested in going with us or want more
information, contact Chris Stumpf at cstumpf0308@gmail.
com or 630-709-7761!

“that’s my pan” sale begins the 8th

Missions is excited to announce a new fundraiser. We
are working with That’s My Pan and selling personalized
products—pans, cutting boards. mugs, pet bowls, etc.
This is great way to shop for Christmas! View product
samples and order forms on Sunday, October 8, 15, 22
and 29 during fellowship in Baker Hall. The sale ends
October 29. Online ordering is an option as well. Go to:
thatsmypan.biz/bakermemorialumc
The proceeds from the sale will go toward supporting
our Rainbow Covenant Ministries around the world.
Contact Michele Claney at 630-584-0875
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Finance Committee Corner
2017 YTD Financial Information

Operating Fund Balance as of 8/31/2017 is $39,022
Balance as of 7/31/2016 was $65,515
Year to date
Total Giving to date .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $817,033*		
Total Disbursements .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $839,201		
Net Change .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $(22,168)		
*Includes $37,000 donated for the Children’s church center,
$44,000 Grant income, and memorial gift
Apportionments paid to date 2017 .  .  .  .  .  .  . $57,808 total due YTD
Overall fund balances are $105,695 including restricted funds
As of 12/31/2016= $118,029
We are blessed to have a full staff on board at our Church. It is a wonderful staff that is doing God’s work, providing the
guidance and support to carry out the programs and mission of our Church. The cost for the full staff was included in the
budget as was the increase in the giving to cover those additional costs.
In review of our financial situation at mid-year, our giving is falling short of the budgeted goal. YTD our operating fund
balances continue to decline as our disbursements exceed the unrestricted giving amounts.
Annual budgets are due October 2nd. We are asking each group to prayerful review their own budgets for 2017 just as we
will be looking for each member to review their pledges during the upcoming stewardship drive as we strive for a balanced
budget in 2017.
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CREDIT CARD &
PAYPAL DONATION options

If you would like to donate to
Baker Memorial UMC using
a credit card or Paypal go to
BakerMemorialChurch.org and
click on the donate button or you
can scan our QR code, shown to
the left, to give with your smartphone.

wednesday night suppers

• October 4 | Beef Stroganoff, Noodles, Garlic Green Beans,
Tossed Salad, Orzo Soup and Bread
• October 11 | Chicken Enchiladas, Corn & Rice, Tossed
Salad, Chips & Salsa, Black Bean Soup
• October 18 | Tuscan Garlic Chicken, Noodles, Green
Beans Almondine, Caesar Salad and Bread
• October 25 | Youth Fundraiser | Chili Supper, Tossed
Salad, Cornbread
Wednesday Night Suppers could use some extra helping
hands! Are you available to help serve from 4:45-6:15pm?
Could you lend a hand cleaning up from 6:15-7:15pm?
Even if you can’t make the whole shift for serving or
cleaning up, we (Emily, Sarah and Gina) would appreciate
any help you can give us. Please contact Gina Armstrong at
630-254-1632 or go to the Sign up Genius at signupgenius.
com/go/10c0d49aaab22ab9-wnshelpers. Also, Sign up
sheets are also available on Wednesday Nights.
Please consider bringing a dessert – homemade or store
bought – to share at Wednesday Night Dinner. Doesn’t
everyone like a little something sweet after supper???

united methodist women
Progressive Dinner Planned

Women of Baker UMC please mark your calendars for
an evening of food, fun and fellowship hosted by women
of Baker UMW. Our annual Progressive Dinner will be
held on Saturday, October 21. Sign up will be available
soon during Sunday fellowship and on the UMW
bulletin board.

October Leadership Team Meeting

UMW Leadership team and circle chairs please plan to
attend our monthly meeting on Wednesday, October 4
from 9-11am in the Parlor. Circle chairs should bring
updated circle rosters.

united methodist men
painting volunteers needed

The UMM will be paining the walls in the stairwell
leading the Sanctuary on Saturday October 14th from
8am-Noon. If you can help, please email Tom Warren at
NIUHuskies50.com

Men’s Football Fellowship

Men’s Football Fellowship will meet Sunday, October
15th in the Parlor at 11:30am to watch the Bears take
on the the Baltimore Ravens; food will be provided.
After the game, the men will take on a small church
maintenance project. Please bring $5.00 to help defray
the cost of the food. For more information, please
contact UMM President Tom Warren at 331-233-5674
or NIUHuskies50.com.

CHURCH CHARGE CONFERENCE

We will have our annual Church Charge Conference in
the Sanctuary on Thursday, October 5 at 7pm. We will be
discussing the potential proposal to restructure outstanding
debt to be borrowed out of endowment funds. All members
should plan to attend.

Take THE WESLEY CHALLENGE

John Wesley, founder of Methodism came up with
21 questions that can lead you to develop a healthy
SUSTAINABLE RHYTHM of faithful Christian living. You
will be challenged to read, think, reflect, pray and live out
actions that reveal what it means to turn your focus upward
toward God. Pastor Mary facilitates—don’t miss this!
Join us for the Wesley Challenge on Thursdays, October
19-November 9 at 7pm in the Parlor. Sign up in church
office. Pick up book in office or Baker Hall in between
services on Sunday.
For more information call Paula Hall 630-363-6566 or
email paulamorrishall3@gmail.com

BAKER DAY GUESTS DONATIONS NEEDED

Some of our Day Guests sleep outside and winter will be
soon upon us. Our guests need men’s medium to large
clothing and size 11 and 12 shoes and boots and warm
socks. Small monetary donations would also help to
purchase items from thrift store.
To sign up to help with the Day Guest lunches please go
to www.mealtrain.com/trains/z9dyzd
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OCTOBER 2017
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9am Worship
7pm Boy Scouts
9am Sunday School:
Children, Middle
School & Adult
10:30am Jazz
Worship
10:30am High School
& Adult Sunday
School

11:30am Day Guest
Lunch
11:30am Kiwanis
1:30pm Staff Meeting
8pm Alcoholics
Anonymous

11:30am Day Guest
6:30 Chancel Choir
Lunch
4:30pm Chapel Bells
5pm Chapel Choir
5pm Wesley Singers
5pm Wednesday
Night Supper
6pm BakerKids
6pm Confirmation
6pm Chancel Bells

1

3

4

2

World Communion
11:30am FaithFriends 11:30am Day Guest
Sunday
1pm One O’Clock
Lunch
2pm Sisterhood DBTP
Book Club
7pm Blueprints for
6:30pm High School 7pm Staff Parish
Discipleship
Youth Fellowship

8

6pm High School
Youth Fellowship

9

10

9am Phoebe Circle
Columbus Day
3:30pm Lazarus
9:30am SHIP:
House
Help for Seniors
11:30am FaithFriends 7pm Blueprints for
Discipleship
7pm Trustees
7pm Finance
7pm Children &
Family

THURSDAY

5

9am UMW Leadership 7:30am FaithFriends
Meeting
6pm Church Council
11:30am DBTP
Pre Conf Meeting
6:30pm DBTP
7pm Church Charge
7pm Missions
Conference

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
NOTE: The first
row of items occur
every week and will
not appear on daily
listings (except in
case of schedule
change)

6

7

8am Outdoor
Farmer’s Market

9am Baptism Class
11:30am Confirmation Retreat

Confirmation Retreat

11

12

13

8am Outdoor
Farmer’s Market

14

7:30am FaithFriends
6:30pm PEO

11:30am DBTP
3:30-7:30pm Blood
Drive
6:30pm DBTP
6:30pm Young Adult
Study

9am UMM Painting
9am-4pm FUNDrive

15

16

17

18

19

7:30am FaithFriends
5pm Woman’s
Emmaus
6:30pm Wesley
Challenge

20

21

11:30am DBTP
6:30pm DBTP

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

7:30am UMM Men’s 9am NIL Food bank
5pm Woman’s
Breakfast
11:30am FaithFriends
Emmaus
10am Cherub Choir
7pm Church Council 7pm Blueprints for
11:30am Miriam
Discipleship
Circle
11:30am UMM
12pm Have-A-Look
Membership Class
2pm Sisterhood DBTP
2pm Caring Ministry
Trick or Treat at
Nursing Homw
6pm All Youth
Fellowship

7pm Worship/
Spiritual Growth

7pm Blueprints for
Discipleship
7pm Youth Council
7pm Lydia Circle

11:30am DBTP
1:30pm Sarah-Ruth
Circle
5pm Youth Dinner
Fundraiser
6:30pm DBTP
6:30pm Young Adult
Study

7:30am FaithFriends
6:30pm Wesley
Challenge

2pm Sisterhood DBTP 11:30am FaithFriends Halloween
3pm Spooktacular
Tunes & Treats
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Carillon Articles Due
for next month
8am Outdoor
Farmer’s Market
8am Linden Oaks
Behavioral Health

All Day COD Honor
Choir Church
Festival
8am Outdoor
Farmer’s Market
8am Linden Oaks
Behavioral Health
8am Outdoor
Farmer’s Market

All Day COD Honor
Choir Church
Festival

STAFF
Rev. Mary Zajac—Senior Pastor
Jeffery Hunt—Director, Music Ministry
Mark Edwards—Organist
Shelly Stienbarger—Director, Children & Family Ministry
Jenn Gunn—Director, Administration & Communications
Carl E. King—Director, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Michele Claney—Creative Director
Judy Schlarb—Finance Manager
Lita Jimenez—Church Accountant
Karl Lescelius—Building Maintenance Manager

307 Cedar Avenue | St. Charles, IL 60174
630-584-6680 | bakermemorialchurch.org
11 | OCTOBER
— # — 2017

