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PASTOR MARY’S MESSAGE

Perseverance

I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus. —Philippians 3:14 (NIV)

T

he Olympic Games are in full swing as I write this article. The athletes have trained
hard, listened to their coaches, and persevered through all kinds of troubles and
trials. They are at the top level of their sport, in part because of their athletic and
artistic gifts. However, the real reason almost any of them are so good, is their focus and
perseverance. When they did not want to get up early to train, the got up early and trained
anyway. When they fell down, they got up and tried again. When they needed to learn
something new, they tried again and again until what was once awkward and dangerous,
became natural to do and beautiful to
watch. When other sports, academic,
or social activities looked attractive,
they still focused on the sport they
had chosen to excel in. When their
coaches showed them more effective
approaches, they listened and followed
their advice. Olympic athletes
understand what it means to persevere.
This image of sports achievement is
in view as Paul writes his letter to the
Philippians. Perhaps this letter was even
written during an Olympic year. The
ancient games were run every four years in Olympia, Greece from the 8th century B.C.E. to
the 4th century C.E. People understood what perseverance in sports looked like then, just
as we do now. That’s what makes the “games” an effective metaphor for what it means to be
a follower of Jesus Christ.
Following Jesus and growing in faith requires commitment and perseverance. In order
to be more than a spectator watching others experience grace, find joy in service, and
face the trials of life with peace that passes understanding, we will need to make choices.
We will need to worship, study scripture, and pray when we prefer to be entertained. We
will need to serve others, and stretch ourselves to generosity even when we suffer from
compassion fatigue. We will need to learn to do things that initially feel awkward, whether
Continued on page 2.
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Continued from page 1.

that be leading missions work, teaching children, or seeking
answers to the questions we have been taught were not
acceptable to ask. Being a Christian requires perseverance,
not for a season but for the whole of life.
Eugene Peterson wrote a beautiful book titled, A Long
Obedience in the Same Direction; Discipleship in an Instant
Society. I am struck but what he says in the opening
sentences of the first chapter,
One aspect of world that I have been able to identify as
harmful to Christians is the assumption that anything
worthwhile can be acquired at once. We assume that if
something can be done at all, it can be done quickly and
efficiently. Our attention spans have been conditioned by
thirty-second commercials. Our sense of reality has been
flattened by thirty-page abridgments. It is not difficult in
such a world to get a person interested in the message of the
gospel; it is terrifically difficult to sustain the interest.
Peterson wrote those words in 1988, and kept them in the
2002 version of this now classic book. I think the words still

apply well today, although it has arguably become harder
to get people interested in the message of the Gospel. Our
culture is now not only instantaneous but also customized
to the interests we already have. Even so, once someone
is interested and open, the very next hurdle is sustained
interest and practice.
Paul’s letter to the Philippians and Peterson’s book both
remind us that perseverance is a key part of growing in
faith. It’s something for us to ponder as we approach the
middle of Lent and any disciplines we have individually
chosen to practice grow weary. It’s something for us to
remember every day as we choose how to spend our time
and our energy. It’s something for us to remember as we
work together as a congregation to grow in faithfulness
and in number. We will try some things that feel awkward,
and do some things that are not successful. So long as we
are convinced that we are heading in God’s direction, the
answer is not to stop trying, but rather to persevere in our
long obedience to God’s direction.
In Christ

Pastor Mary
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Children & Family Ministries

CELEBRATE AS A FAMILY

W

hat a wonderful turnout we had for our Potluck
& Prayers event. Thank you all for bringing
your family’s favorite dish to share with one
another last month. I was amazed at the amount of dishes
that were prepared. They were all so good! I know, because
I did try them all. We had a great time eating, laughing,
playing games and visiting with each other. It wouldn’t have
been as successful without your help. The Children and
Family Ministry Team hopes you had a chance to reconnect
and make new friends, too. Thank you again for the potluck
fun, food, and friends! I can’t wait to have another one
before summer.
READ A BIBLE STORY EACH DAY: THE EASTER STORY
This month’s curriculum theme is Holy Week from Deep
Blue Rotation Station. I wanted to share a Reproducible
Family Letter from the Storytelling/Drama rotation.
• Sunday: Read Matthew 21:1-11
Have you ever been to a parade? How was Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem like a parade? How was it different from
the parades you’ve seen?
• Monday: Read Matthew 26:17-25

How do you think Judas felt when he realized Jesus knew
he was going to betray him?
• Tuesday: Read Matthew 26:26-30
What memories do you have sharing a special meal with
friends?
• Wednesday: Read Matthew 26:31-46
When do you pray? What do you pray about? Have you
ever prayed when you were scared?
• Thursday: Read Matthew 26:47-56
Why do you think the disciples ran away?
• Friday: Read Matthew 26:69-75
Why do you think Peter told people he didn’t know Jesus?
Have you ever wanted to be brave but failed?
• Saturday: Read Matthew 28:1-10
How do you think the disciples felt when Mary and Mary
told them Jesus was alive?
• Wrap Up: Talk about how everyone felt. Discuss what
you know about the death and resurrection of Jesus. Let’s
continue to celebrate the good news with our friends,
family, and neighbors of Jesus’ resurrection.
We’re always needing teachers or shepherds if you’re able to
help. Please reach out if you are curious and want to know
more about our Sunday School program.

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS MONTH!

• March 21 | 6pm | Easter Program | Free kid friendly,
family event with Wednesday night dinner in Wiley 5-6pm
before celebration.
• March Sunday School Curriculum | 9am | Holy Week
• Wednesday Nights | 6pm | Baker Kids

THANK YOU

• February Teachers: Allan & Jayne Scales, Betty Erickson,
Andrea Zenker & Pete Holmes
• February Shepherds: Courtney Fredrickson & Char Van
Hiel
• Baker Kid’s: Ken Barclay & Courtney Fredrickson

THIS MONTH’S FAMILY BIBLE VERSE

This is the day the Lord acted; we will rejoice and celebrate in
it! —Psalm 118:24 (Deep Blue Kid’s Bible )
Blessings and Joy,

Shelly Stienbarger

Director, Children & Family Ministry
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Youth Ministry
FEBRUARY RECAP AND MUCH MORE

T

he highlights of February were the tremendous
Service Project retreat for confirmation students,
and the Miriam Circle Feed My Starving Children
outing. However, I feel the most prayer, by young people,
went into the snow day in mid-February that was projected
as the blizzard to end all. I even heard some teachers were
praying for that break right along with the young people. I
guess their prayers were answered.
In addition to praying for the weather, though, I invite
you to pray for our confirmands as they enter the final
weeks of their journey to confirm their faith. We have an
amazing team of volunteers, mentors, parents, staff and
students who are all invested in helping this group of young
people explore Methodist traditions and meet Christ in a
way that causes them to want to follow him for life. At the
end of March, they will attend a special service in which
they declare their intentions before God and witnesses.
The ceremony really is a unique one, and we invite you
to join us on March 31st at 7pm. It would mean so much
to the young people to see
the support of their Baker
Memorial community.
In addition to the service
at the end of the month
for confirmands, there are
many events happening
with and for young
people. Young people will
be posted in Baker Hall
over the next few weeks
accepting donations for
Stop by our popcorn fundraiser the upcoming Work Trip
at the St. Patrick’s Parade.
to Green Bay, Wisconsin.
There is a St. Patrick’s Day
fundraiser and a Fajita dinner fundraiser happening in
March. Check out the schedule on this page, or the 5-Point
Weekend Update sent every Friday to your email inbox for
a complete list of events! (If you are not currently receiving
the 5-Point Weekend Update and wish to, email cking@
bakermemorialchurch.org and we can get you on the list).
Blessings,

Carl King

Director of Youth Ministry

At Miriam Circle’s Feed My Starving Children outing, the group
helped to pack enough food to feed 86 children.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Sunday, March 4 | 6:30pm | High School Youth
Fellowship
Sunday, March 11 | 2pm | Joseph Fellowship
Sunday, March 18 | 6pm | Middle School Youth
Fellowship
Wednesday, March 21 | 5pm | Fajitas Fundraiser
Wednesday Night Supper fundraiser for BakerYouth’s
summer work trip
Saturday, March 31 | 7pm | Confirmation Service

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

April 8-14 | Youth-Led Rummage Sale | Proceeds go to
support the 2018 Work Trip
Sunday, April 15 | Youth-Led Music during Worship
Service
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Young Adult Ministry
BOOTING UP OUR COMMITTEE

W

e are rebooting our young adult committee
and making it official. Would you like to be a
part of it? We will meet once monthly on a day
and time to be determined, but the purpose will be the
coordination and oversight of our young adult programs
and ministry at Baker Memorial United Methodist Church.
Over the past few years I have invited couples in, to help
with planning and execution of various events, but stopped
short of making a formal committee because we were
building the program from the ground up. Now that we
have some momentum, it is time to set up a framework to
sustain and grow our progress.
Over the past few weeks, I have noticed numerous
young couples and even a few singles visiting our church.
They have been warmly welcomed, followed up with and
invited into the programs we offer. However, over the next

few years, the young adult population in Saint Charles
is projected to grow substantially. With this in mind it
behooves us to build a team that can invest time and
energy into preparing the church for the future, as well as
embracing and meeting the needs of our current young
adult membership.
If you have a willingness to serve as a note taker, ideator,
program leader or communicator, we need your prayerful
participation. You may be a young adult, or simply
feel drawn to work with young adults—there is no age
requirement for being on the committee.
Message cking@bakermemorialchurch.org or send a text/
call to 630-870-2577.
Peace,

Carl King

Director of Young Adult Ministry
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PLEASE TAKE THE READINESS 360 SURVEY

Stop by during fellowship time or take online at home.
During the month of March we encourage everyone to
take a congregational assessment survey called Readiness
360. The more participants we have, the more helpful and
accurate the feedback will be. We’re asking all
members and regular vistors to participate.
You can log on to https://app.readiness360.
org/survey/login from your home computer
or scan the QR code and complete on your
phone. Please use survey code 8938023554 and leave the
password blank. There will be additional opportunities to
take the survey between the services on Sunday mornings,
on Wednesday evenings, in the office by appointment and
on paper for those who are not technically inclined.

DAY GUEST LUNCHES NEEDED

Would you like to provide a lunch or salad fixings for
our Day Guests? We serve approximately 14 people every
Tuesday and Thursday. You can either bring lunch hot
and ready to serve and stay for lunch or you can bring
something for our Mid Valley students to heat up and
serve. You can sign up at: mealtrain.com/trains/z9dyzd

PASSOVER SEDER MEAL

Scripture tells us that we “shall observe the festival of
unleavened bread, for on this very day I brought your
companies out of the land of Egypt; you shall observe
this day throughout your generations as a perpetual
ordinance.”—Exodus 12:17. Our Maundy Thursday service
this year is a combined Seder Meal and Holy Communion
service, which will be held on Thursday, March 29, at 6pm
in Wiley Hall.
Our whole church family is welcome to attend. Parents
are especially encouraged to bring children, as a Seder is a
meal for the whole family (Exodus 12:24). The service will
begin with our church family sharing a Passover Seder,
which is a liturgical meal with a history of more than 3,000
years. It is a participatory retelling of the story of Passover,
with sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and textures; it will
include a full supper. The service will conclude with the
sacrament of Holy Communion, which was instituted by
Jesus at a Seder he shared with his disciples. It will begin
promptly at 6pm, and conclude no later than 8pm.
The cost is $10 per adult and $5 per child (5-12); children
5 and under are free. Register and pay by one of the
following methods:
• Online at bakermemorialchurch.org; or

MISSIONS CORNER
Opportunities for Service

CHECK OUT OUR 100 ENVELOPE FUNDRAISER
Support BakerYouth & Adult Mission trips 100
Envelopes can be found on the bulletin board outside
the office. If you would like to be a benefactor for
BakerYouth and Adult Mission Trip in 2018 this is
for you! Simply take an envelope with a number on
it, write a check for that amount (payable to Baker
Memorial UMC), drop it into the offering plate or
bring to the church office to support Baker Mission
Trips! Your contributions are appreciated and will be
put to good use as they help us to support ministry
Here, Near and Far Away.

MESSIAH CONCERT & DINNER

Missions is hosting an optional dinner during
intermission at the Saturday, March 10 Messiah
concert. Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets!
Anyone is welcome to attend the concert and there
are many great restaurants downtown to choose from
during our dinner intermission.
All the money raised from ticket sales and the free
will offering at the concert will go to support Street
Children Ministry, Cambodia and the missionary work
of Clara Mridala Biswas.
The Messiah concert begins at 4:30pm, intermission/
dinner at 6pm and the second half of the concert
resumes at 7:15pm.
• Using the bulletin insert (Palm Sunday only) and placing
it in the collection plate; you can pay either by placing
cash or check in a pew enveloped marked Seder or
• E-mail to Seder coordinator Mark Armstrong
(MarkDArmstrong15@gmail.com) and bringing cash or
check the night of the Seder in an envelope marked Seder.
The deadline for reservations for this year’s Seder/Holy
Communion Service is Sunday, March 25. Reservations are
required, as we need to know how much food to purchase.
The setup and cleanup of the Seder and Communion
Service will be done by the 2019 Confirmation Class,
working with the Worship and Spiritual Growth Ministry
Team.
If you have any questions, please contact Mark
Armstrong at MarkDArmstrong15@gmail.com or call
Mark at 630-584-6905.
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ANNOUNCING A NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY

You asked for it and it’s happening. A new church photo
directory is in the works! Note that photo sessions will
be scheduled May 1-5. Watch for sign ups and additional
information. Volunteers will be needed

A WALK TO EMMAUS INVITATION

Does your spiritual life need
a jump start? Do you have
questions about your faith?
Do you know that being a
Christian involves
responsibility? The Walk
to Emmaus, a three day
spiritual experience, may be just what you need to help
with these questions. During the weekend, you will learn of
God’s grace and His plan for your life through discussion,
laughter, worship, and song. The dates are:
• Men: May 3-6 at Wesley Woods
• Women: May 17-20 at Carmelite Spiritual Center
Interested? Contact Pam Stare, John Clarke, Paula Hall or
any other member of the Emmaus community.

HOLD THE DATE FOR THE RUMMAGE SALE

BakerYouth will be hosting this year’s Rummage Sale
April 12th-14th. Save your donations to drop off the
week of April 8th. They will be collecting clothing,
furniture, household items etc. We are also looking for
a couple volunteers with a truck or van to transport
rummage sale items to the church. If you have questions
regarding the rummage sale, contact Carl King at cking@
bakermemoiralchurch.org.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER THIS MONTH

• March 7 | Thai Chicken, Rice, Oriental Vegetables, Thai
Coleslaw and French Onion Soup
• March 14 | Leek, Ham and Potato Bake, Chuckwagon
Carrots, Strwberry Spinach Salad, Tomato Barley Soup
• March 21 | Youth Fundraiser | Fajitas, Black Beans,
Southwest Salad, Chips & Salsa | The proceeds from the
dinner will go towards BakerYouth’s summer work trip

SUNDAY GREETERS ARE NEEDED

Openings available for cheerful greeters! Here is the chance
you’ve been waiting for to serve our church community.
Contact Courtney Fredrickson (630-632-6878) or Joel Peck
(630-940-8435) to hear how you can joyfully serve our
congregation and obtain an exclusive greeter ID!

FINANCE COMMITTEE CORNER
2018 YTD Financial Information
January 2018 Financial Information
Operating Fund Balance is a POSITVE $ 93,380
The finance committee has decided to utilize a portion
of the operating fund balance to create a capital reserve
fund that will be held in an interest bearing account.
This fund will be available for future unexpected
building repairs that would otherwise be a burden on
the operating budget for that year. We have not had
a reserve fund in many years, and thank all of you
for your generosity that continues to help this church
flourish.
The endowment disbursement projects to increase for
2018 based on the current economic climate, which will
be reinvested in our church operations and staff.

UNITED METHODIST MEN

• Saturday March 3 | 9am-Noon | UMM Cleaning Day
All men are welcome to meet and clean the sanctuary.
• Sunday, March 18 | 7:30am | Men’s Breakfast
All men of the church are invited to gather for food,
fellowship and a featured speaker on third Sundays in
Wiley Hall. The speaker this month is Joel Peck.

WHAT SHOULD I WRITE ON MY PRAYER CARD?

Have you ever wanted to fill out a prayer card but don’t
know what to write down? Some suggestions are: Pastor
Mary and the staff, our ministries, Baker Memorial’s
outreach during Lent, our upcoming elections, our
government officials, healing for...(pick someone), our
confirmands, new parents...

CREDIT CARD & PAYPAL DONATION OPTIONS
If you would like to donate to Baker
Memorial UMC using a credit card or
Paypal go to BakerMemorialChurch.org
and click on the donate button or you
can scan our QR code, shown here, to
give with your smartphone.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

• Wednesday, March 7 | 9am | UMW Leadership
Meeting | Parlor
• Sunday, March 4 | UMW Candle Sale | Orders will be
taken during Fellowship in Baker Hall.
• Wednesday, March 7 | Noon | Cluster Luncheon
Lunch and fellowship with other local UMW groups.
The speaker will be Katherine Bissell-Cordova, the
Executive Director of Chicago Fair Trade.
• Sunday, March 4 | Joint Concert by Miriam Circle
and Wesley Singers | Performances of choral and
instrumental music from 1-1:30pm at the River Glen
Senior Living Facility’s main lobby. Here’s the schedule:
optional bring your own lunch in Baker Hall, 12pm
rehearsal in Baker Hall at 11:30am, 1pm concert and
pick up the girls at church at 1:45pm. Please sign
up here to participate: www.SignUpGenius. com/
go/60B0A4AAEAF2DA13- miriam2
• Saturday, March 17 | 11am | Esther Circle

UMW READING PROGRAM: BOOK ONE REVIEW

Are there not enough hours in your day to accomplish
everything that needs to be done? Are you one who says
“Read a book! I don’t have time to read a book, even
though I would like to.” Well, maybe this will help you be
up-to-date with the subjects and concerns that the UMW
Reading Program would like you to be. In the coming
months, there will be a synopsis or condensed version of a
UMW Reading Program books for you to read. This may
help you in deciding to read the book in its entirety or to
place your name on the waiting list
for check out. For starters, the first
book is Without You, There Is No Us
by Suki Kim
This is a haunting memoir of
Suki Kim teaching English to the
sons of North Korea’s ruling class
(270 students) during the last six
months of Kim Jong-il’s reign. The
year is 2011. Life at this all male
Pyongyang University of Science
and Technology (PUST) is a walled compound where
portraits of Kim il-Sung and Kim Jong-il are on the walls of
every room. It is a prison disguised as a campus.
Every day, three times a day, the students march in two
straight lines, singing praises to Kim Jong-il and North

• Tuesday, March 27 | 7pm | Lydia Circle
• Wednesday, March 28 | 1:30pm | Sarah Ruth Circle
• Saturday, April 7 | 10am-3pm | Purchase With A
Purpose Market | A one-day market dedicated to fair
trade organizations and vendors and the farmers and
artesians who produce the merchandise.

Check out the Purchase With A Purpose Market on April 7!

Korea: “Without you, there is no motherland. Without you,
there is no us.” Of course, to the students, the “you” implies
Kim Jong-il.
Suki carefully plans her lessons in order to expose her
students to tidbits of information about life outside North
Korea, especially technology and the internet.
The curriculum at PUST was restricted not only by the
government, but by the religious values of the missionaries.
Somehow, she managed to allow them to watch Harry
Potter!
They go on a trip to an apple farm which appears to be an
idyllic rural landscape, but she is horrified to discover that
the workers are stunted and emaciated.
The students believe that the Korean language is
superior and universal. Yet their government allows,
even encourages, English-language instruction for its top
students.
After the death of King Jong il, some in the West
speculated that North Korea would be alleviated from
dictatorship. But, Suki’s students condemn the U.S. and
South Korea in their juche training.
Should we be hopeful about North Korea’s future and is
it possible for the international community to help bring
to an end the suffering of the North Korean people? (This
is very timely for us to read.) To learn more, visit www.
SukiKim.com —Barb Traver
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MARCH 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

9am Worship
7pm Boy Scouts
9am Sunday School:
Children, Middle
School & Adult
10am Cherub Choir
10:30am Jazz
Worship
10:30am High School
& Adult Sunday
School

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

11:30am Day Guest
Lunch
11:30am Kiwanis
1:30pm Staff Meeting
8pm Alcoholics
Anonymous

11:30am Day Guest
6:30 Chancel Choir
Lunch
4:30pm Chapel Bells
5pm Chapel Choir
5pm Wesley Singers
5pm Wednesday
Night Supper
6pm BakerKids
6pm Chancel Bells
6pm Confirmation

5

6

11:30am Miriam
11:30am FaithFriends 7pm Lent Study
Circle
1pm One O’Clock
2pm Sisterhood DBTP
Book Club
6:30pm High School 7pm Staff Parish
Fellowship
7pm Financial Peace
University

SATURDAY

NOTE: The first row of items occur
every week and will not appear on
daily listings (except in case of
schedule change)

1

2

3

7

8

9

9am Indoor
Farmer’s Market

10

9am UMW Leadership 7:30am FaithFriends
11:30am DBTP
6:30pm PEO
12pm Cluster Lunch
6:30pm DBTP
6:30pm Young Adult
Study
7pm Mindful
Moments
7:30pm Missions

7:30am FaithFriends

4

FRIDAY

8:30am Linden Oaks
Seminar
9am Indoor
Farmer’s Market

9am UMM Cleaning

4:30pm Messiah
Concert & Dinner
7pm Priscilla Circle

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

7:30am FaithFriends

7:30am Work as
Worship Retreat
8:30am Linden Oaks
Seminar
9am Indoor
Farmer’s Market

24

26

27

28

29

30

12pm Have-A-Look
Membership Class
2pm Joseph
Fellowship
7pm Financial Peace
University

9:30am SHIP9am Phoebe Circle
Help for Seniors
3:30pm Lazarus
11:30am FaithFriends
House Cooking
7pm Children &
Family Ministry
7pm Finance
7pm Trustees

7:30am UMM Men’s 9am NIL Food Bank
Carillon Articles Due
Breakfast
11:30am FaithFriends
for next month
2pm Sisterhood DBTP 7pm Church Council 5pm Woman’s
6pm Middle School
Emmaus
Fellowship

25

7pm Lydia Circle
11am Garden Club
11:30am FaithFriends
7pm Worship/
Spiritual Growth

11:30am DBTP
6:30pm DBTP
7pm Ash Wednesday
Service

11:30am DBTP
6pm C&F Easter
Celebration
6:30pm DBTP
6:30pm Young Adult
Study
7pm Mindful
Moments

11:30am DBTP
1:30pm Sarah Ruth
Circle
6:30pm DBTP
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7:30am FaithFriends
1pm Woman’s
Emmaus

7:30am FaithFriends
6pm Seder Meal

9am Indoor
Farmer’s Market

Good Friday
9am Indoor
Farmer’s Market
7pm Good Friday
Service

11am Esther Circle

9am Baptism
Preparation Class

31

7pm Holy Saturday
Vigil and
Confirmation
Service

STAFF
Rev. Mary Zajac—Senior Pastor
Jeffery Hunt—Director, Music Ministry
Mark Edwards—Organist
Shelly Stienbarger—Director, Children & Family Ministry
Jenn Gunn—Director, Administration & Communications
Carl E. King—Director, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Michele Claney—Creative Director
Judy Schlarb—Finance Manager
Lita Jimenez—Church Accountant
Karl Lescelius—Building Maintenance Manager

307 CEDAR AVENUE | ST. CHARLES, IL 60174
630-584-6680 | BAKERMEMORIALCHURCH.ORG
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