
 

 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2026, 9 : 30 AM  
SERVICE of WORD, PRAYER & HOLY COMMUNION 

BAKER MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

GREETING                                 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
WELCOME                   Rev. David Aslesen, Pastor 

…a multigenerational congregation filled with the joy of faith, hospitality towards everyone and hope 
for the future. We believe God’s grace is a gift to everyone; each person a beloved child of God worthy of 
love, respect and blessing. 

 
PRELUDE   Hymn Setting “Here O My Lord, I See Thee,” Sam Wyatt, piano 

* CALL TO WORSHIP                  Mae Masterman 
One: God of justice and mercy freeing us in mind and body, 
All: We worship with holiness of heart. 
One: Christ of courage and compassion freeing us from fear, 
All: We follow with renewed trust. 
One: Holy Spirit of wisdom freeing us for creativity & cooperation,  
All: We live with evidence of your goodness.  
One: This is the day the Lord has made! Let us rejoice!   
 

* HYMN 101 “From All That Dwell Below the Skies” 
 

* PRAYER IN OBSERVANCE OF THE NATION’S 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
INDEPENDENCE   

Adapted from a prayer written by Richard Einerson 
Gracious God, we thank you today for the country in which we live. We thank you for 
the freedoms which are ours, for the privileges we enjoy, the sacrifices made, the 
complexities of history and future of hope. Forgive us for our lack of commitment in 
sharing the nation’s resources equitably, for tarnishing our political process with 
greed, for failing the needy. Save us from destructive behaviors and all that would 



undo us. Remind us of Christ’s humility as we strive to be faithful to the law of love 
for all God’s people of every land & faith.  
O God, raise our national vision. Bless us with gratitude and imbue us with 
respect and understanding for all peoples. May we hold dear for all people the 
freedoms we cherish. AMEN. 
 

* THE PEACE OF CHRIST      Share a smile, wave or sign of peace. 
 
TIME WITH YOUNG CHRISTIANS – CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Sunday school is on summer break. Children’s bulletins and busy bags with activities for 
children can be found at either entrace. 

 
EPISTLE READING                    Galatians 5:1, 13-26, N.T., pg. 190, pew Bible 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
MESSAGE                    “Freedom in Christ”                        Rev. David Aslesen 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
HYMN 620 “One Bread, One Body”  
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION        

Invitation to the Table and Feast of Christ  
Great Thanksgiving, Hymnal pgs. 13-15 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
BREAKING THE BREAD & SHARING THE CUP  

Communion Anthem,  

 
INVITATION TO STEWARDSHIP: ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING 

Offertory, “With This Bread,” K. Cuddy; AnDrea James, Sam Wyatt 
* Doxology, Sung response, Doxology, Hymnal, pg. 94  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts.  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

* Prayer of Dedication 



 

* HYMN 697 “America (My Country, ‘Tis of Thee)” 
 

* BLESSING & SENDING FORTH 
 

* POSTLUDE            “Let My People Go,” George Walker, Stephen Uhl, organ 

 
 

BULLETIN ILLUSTRATION: “FOUR FREEDOMS” BY NORMAN ROCKWELL.  
The 1943 painting traces its inspiration back to the 1941 State of the Union address by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, in which he outlined democratic values that he considered essential to preserve: freedom of speech, 
freedom of worship, freedom from want, and freedom from fear. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION – ALL ARE WELCOME 

The Lord’s Supper “Holy Communion” is a celebration of God’s grace and remembrance of Jesus’ 
saving love. Membership at Baker Memorial Church is not required to partake; all are welcome! Bread 
and grape juice are offered with gluten-free wafers and sanitary single serving containers available at 
each station.  
 
OUR SOCIAL PRINCIPLES 

As agreed by the General Conference of The United Methodist Church, the principles reflect the United Methodist 
response to today’s most pressing social issues. They articulate our ethical aspirations for the common good in our 
public policies and personal commitments. Through them, we seek to love God with our whole heart, mind, soul , 
and strength and to desire for our neighbors what we desire for ourselves. Copies can be found near the church 
office or as a download from https://www.umcjustice.org/ 
 
BAKER MEMORIAL CHURCH STAFF:  

Pastor: Rev. David P. Aslesen, Dir. of Music Ministries: Jeff Hunt, Dir. of Children & Family Ministries: Shelly 
Stienbarger, Dir. of Administration & Finance: Steven Wilhelm, Maintenance Manager: Karl Lescelius, Creative 
Dir.: Michele Claney, Organist: Stephen Uhl, Dir. of Children’s Music: Kathy Olivarez, Pianist: Sam Wyatt, 
Treasurer: Lita Jimenez, Wedding Coordinator: Judy Schlarb, Organist Emeritus: Mark Edwards.  
 
FOR MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION:  

Speak with our pastor or staff. Call 630.584.6680.  
Info@bakermemorialchurch.org. Go to www.bakermemorialchurch.org.  
Check us out on YouTube, Facebook & Instagram. Traveling? Worship Online! 

 



 

  

 
 
 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY: 
Greeters: Julie, Grace, & Mae Masterman; Ushers: Bob Crutchfield, Cheryl Freiberger, Curt Barrett, 
Nel Lemmenes; Liturgist: Mae Masterman; Livestream Tech: Rob Hale 
SUNDAY'S WORSHIP: JULY 5, SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
On its 250th anniversary of independence, we gather to ask for God's wisdom to guide our country. 
In prayer, song and message, what is our freedom in Christ and how does it call us to freely serve one 
another and the values of God's beloved community within our nation? 
UMCOR: KENTUCKY & TENNESSEE 
Join us in prayer for those affected by the June 27–28 flash flooding, especially families who lost 
loved ones and those facing loss of homes and livelihoods. Support relief efforts at umcmission.org 
or by giving through BMUMC: app, website, check (memo: UMCOR). 
UMCOR: VENEZUELA 
Please join us in prayer for the people of Venezuela, who were impacted by two major earthquakes 
last week, the worst to hit the country in nearly six decades. Give to support International relief 
efforts: umcmission.org or use the pew envelope, or give through BMUMC: app, website, check 
(memo: UMCOR). 
ONE O’CLOCK BOOK GROUP, MONDAY JULY 6, 1PM 
All are welcome to join in this reading fellowship. The book for July is The Secret Book Society by 
Madeline Martin. For more info, contact Shelley Campbell at sscbooks@sbcglobal.net. 
BELONG: FOX VALLEY'S ANNUAL PRIDE IN THE PARK! JULY 11, 1PM – 4PM 
A community celebration of pride for all ages, all peoples! Located at Wheeler Park at Rt 31 & North 
Street in Geneva. Sign up here https://tinyurl.com/3ww3ujmb 
NIL FOOD BANK GANG, MONDAY, JULY 20, 9AM 
A team of volunteers’ heads to the NIL Food Bank every month. Our shift runs from 9 a.m. until 
Noon. Want more information? Contact Betty Erickson at n9yfc@aol.com. 
WITHONEVOICE, SATURDAY JULY 25, 7:30PM 
withonevoice performs Hold Fast. Ticketed event. Find information at wovoice.org/concerts/tickets 
THE B. G. GROSS SCHOLARSHIP FUND; APPLY BY JULY 27, 2026 
The fund provides scholarships for church members seeking higher education or those members 
currently enrolled in institutions of higher learning. Pick up the detail sheet from outside the church 
office or email pastordavid@bakermemorialchurch.org for the details.  
SUNDAY GREETERS NEEDED 
Having warm, smiling faces when someone walks into Baker Memorial UMC and the sanctuary 
shows God’s love and makes someone feel welcome. Use the church app or website to volunteer.  
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY                                      

Information about all of our events can be found on our church app  
and at BakerMemorialChurch.org/Whats-Happening.  
Don’t have our app? Scan the QR code to download! 

http://umcmission.org/
mailto:sscbooks@sbcglobal.net
https://tinyurl.com/3ww3ujmb
mailto:pastordavid@bakermemorialchurch.org


 
 SUNDAY, July 5 
• 9:30am Worship 
• 10:45am AdultEd: Faith in the News 
• 10:45am Social Justice Committee 
MONDAY, July 6 
• 1pm One O’clock Book Club 
TUESDAY, July 7 
• 11am Staff Meeting 
• 11:30am Kiwanis 
• 8pm Keep it Simple Group AA Mtg 

 WEDNESDAY, July 8 
• 7pm Keep it Simple Group AA Mtg 

 THURSDAY, July 9 
• 9:30am First Aid/CPR 
• 7pm PEO NN 
FRIDAY, July 10 
• 9am PEO Ch OB 

 SUNDAY, July 12 
• 9:30am Worship 
• 10:45am AdultEd: Faith in the News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


