JULY"WORSHIRP.SERIES

ONCE UPON A PARABLE
STORIES OF GOD'S
A KINGDOM ON EARTH
BAKER MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

SERVICE of WORD, SONG, STORY & PRAYER
Sunday, July 12, 2026, 9:30 am

GREETING & WELCOME The Lord be with you. And also with you!
PRELUDE “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service, J. Linker,” Stephen Uhl
*  CALLTO WORSHIP Chuck Freiberger, Liturgist

One: Once upon a time...

All: In the beginning was the Word

One: The story of God’s people began to be heard.

All: The story of God’s people began to be told.
One: Let us listen for new truths in old stories.

All: Holy God, bless our worship with your wisdom!

* HYMN 182 “Word of God, Come Down to Earth”

* PRAYER OF INVOCATION as adapted from a prayer by the Rev. Thom Shumann
Holy God, your Spirit has gathered us to this place, where we hear those stories which
show us what the kingdom of God is like.
You have summoned us to this place where we can learn how to serve like Christ without
reservation or hesitation.
When our worship is done, send us from this place to tell others of the hopes and
dreams of your kingdom on earth, so they, too, can choose to follow. In Jesus’
name we pray. AMEN

* THE PEACE OF CHRIST Share a smile, wave or sign of peace.

Sunday school is on summer break. Children’s bulletins and busy bags with activities for children
can be found at either entrace.

@ TIME WITH YOUNG CHRISTIANS — CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

SCRIPTURE READING Proverbs 8:1-11, Old Testament, pg. 590, pew Bible



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Lord, in your mercy.
May your love, be like a seed, taking root and growing strong.

THE LORDS PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power and the glory, forever. AMEN

*  GOSPEL SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 13:1-9

New Testament, pg. 13, pew Bible
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

* HYMN OF RESPONSE “Blessed Assurance” (see insert)

Original words by Fanny Crosby; alterative text by David Aslesen
Music by Phoebe Knapp

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! / O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Tales of the kingdom, wisdom of God, / told by the Spirit, whispers of love.

Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song, / praising my Savior all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song, / praising my Savior all the day long.

Word of Creation speaks with delight! / Pictures of beauty now burst on my sight!

Scriptures revealing truths from above; / filled with God’s goodness, faith, hope
and love.

[Refrain]

Ancient now modern, our time to tell: / How Christ is living, among us to dwell!
Hear and receive the knowledge to bear / tales of the kingdom, gladly to share!

[Refrain]

MESSAGE “Good Dirt” Rev. David Aslesen
‘ PASTORAL PRAYER

TIME OF STEWARDSHIP: ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING
Offertory, “Shalom,” D. Forrest, Carrie & Mike Molloy, Stephen Uhl




* Doxology, Sung response, Doxology, Hymnal, pg. 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts.
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

* Prayer of Dedication
* HYMN 664 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”
*  BLESSING & SENDING FORTH

* POSTLUDE “Spread the Word of God,” Flor Peeters, Steven Uhl

MAY 2026 FINANCIAL UPDATE

The following financial update represents only operating income and expenses, including pledged and
unpledged income, and income from invested funds, building usage, weddings and events. Donations
to capital or designated funds (e.g., Memorials) and related expenditures are not included.

May Year to Date Annual Expected
Operating income S 68,441 S 284,079 S 595,000
Operating expenses S 53,449 S 275,495 S 640,000
Net Church Operations S 14,993 S 8584 § (45,000)

Generous giving this year has exceeded 2025 giving by 25% and operating expenses are 12% below
2025. Personnel expenses represented 58% of operating expenses and building expenses were 27% of
operating expenses year-to-date; building expenses are 24% below 2025 when we had several large
unexpected expenses. We are optimistic that the expected shortfall in income vs. expenses will be
significantly reduced throughout this year. BMUMC Finance Team.

BAKER MEMORIAL CHURCH STAFF:

Pastor: Rev. David P. Aslesen, Dir. of Music Ministries: Jeff Hunt, Dir. of Children & Family Ministries:
Shelly Stienbarger, Dir. of Administration & Finance: Steven Wilhelm, Maintenance Manager: Karl
Lescelius, Creative Dir.: Michele Claney, Organist: Stephen Uhl, Dir. of Children’s Music: Kathy Olivarez,
Pianist: Sam Wyatt, Treasurer: Lita Jimenez, Wedding Coordinator: Judy Schlarb, Organist Emeritus:
Mark Edwards.

FOR MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION:

Speak with our pastor or staff. Call 630.584.6680.
Info@bakermemorialchurch.org. Go to www.bakermemorialchurch.org.
Check us out on YouTube, Facebook & Instagram.




UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY
Information about all of our events can be found on our church app

and at BakerMemorialChurch.org/Whats-Happening.
Don’t have our app? Scan the QR code to download!

WORSHIP ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY:

Greeters: Julie, Grace, & Mae Masterman; Ushers: Bob Crutchfield, Cheryl Freiberger, Curt Barrett,
Nel Lemmenes; Liturgist: Mae Masterman; Livestream Tech: Rob Hale

SUNDAY'S WORSHIP: JULY 5, SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

On its 250th anniversary of independence, we gather to ask for God's wisdom to guide our country.
In prayer, song and message, what is our freedom in Christ and how does it call us to freely serve one
another and the values of God's beloved community within our nation?

UMCOR: KENTUCKY & TENNESSEE

Join us in prayer for those affected by the June 27-28 flash flooding, especially families who lost
loved ones and those facing loss of homes and livelthoods. Support relief efforts at umcemission.org
or by giving through BMUMC: app, website, check (memo: UMCOR).

UMCOR: VENEZUELA

Please join us in prayer for the people of Venezuela, who were impacted by two major earthquakes
last week, the worst to hit the country in nearly six decades. Give to support International relief
efforts: umcmission.org or use the pew envelope, or give through BMUMC: app, website, check
(memo: UMCOR).

ONE O’CLOCK BOOK GROUP, MONDAY JULY 6, 1PM

All are welcome to join in this reading fellowship. The book for July is The Secret Book Society by
Madeline Martin. For more info, contact Shelley Campbell at sscbooks@sbcglobal.net.

BELONG: FOX VALLEY'S ANNUAL PRIDE IN THE PARK! JULY 11, 1PM - 4PM

A community celebration of pride for all ages, all peoples! Located at Wheeler Park at Rt 31 & North
Street in Geneva. Sign up here https://tinyurl.com/3ww3ujmb

NIL FOOD BANK GANG, MONDAY, JULY 20, 9AM

A team of volunteers’ heads to the NIL Food Bank every month. Our shift runs from 9 a.m. until
Noon. Want more information? Contact Betty Erickson at n9yfc@aol.com.

WITHONEVOICE, SATURDAY JULY 25, 7:30PM

withonevoice performs Hold Fast. Ticketed event. Find information at wovoice.org/concerts/tickets
THE B. G. GROSS SCHOLARSHIP FUND; APPLY BY JULY 27, 2026

The fund provides scholarships for church members seeking higher education or those members
currently enrolled in institutions of higher learning. Pick up the detail sheet from outside the church
office or email pastordavid@bakermemortialchurch.org for the details.

SUNDAY GREETERS NEEDED

Having warm, smiling faces when someone walks into Baker Memorial UMC and the sanctuary
shows God’s love and makes someone feel welcome. Use the church app or website to volunteer.



http://umcmission.org/
mailto:sscbooks@sbcglobal.net
https://tinyurl.com/3ww3ujmb
mailto:pastordavid@bakermemorialchurch.org
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AT BAKER MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

SUNDAY, July 5
e 9:30am Worship
o 10:45am AdultEd: Faith in the News

e 10:45am Social Justice Committee
MONDAY, July 6

e 1pm One O’clock Book Club
TUESDAY, July 7

e 1lam Staff Meeting

e 11:30am Kiwanis

e 8pm Keep it Simple Group AA Mtg
WEDNESDAY, July 8

e 7pm Keep it Simple Group AA Mtg
THURSDAY, July 9

e  9:30am First Aid/CPR

e 7pm PEO NN
FRIDAY, July 10

e 9am PEO Ch OB

SUNDAY, July 12

e 9:30am Worship

o 10:45am AdultEd: Fasth in the News

JULYW.ORSHIR SERIES

STORIES OF GOD'S
KINGDOM ON EARTH

Sunday worship services and messages
from July 12-26 will invite us to read again
(and read between the lines) Jesus’ stories

of the sower, the mustard seed,
buried treasure and expensive pearls.
What new |n5|ght can be discovered
in some old tales?

ONCE UPON A PARABLE

Find out ways to serve others at
bakermemorialchurch.org/volunteer

GET OUR CHURCH APP!

Access sermons, events, directory,
prayer requests, and more

Go to the website
to get the details
and link to download

JOIN THE NIL FOOD BANK GANG!

Every month, a group volunteers at the Northern
Ilinois Food Bank on third Mondays from 9-Noon
To get on the email list, contact
info@bakermemorialchurch.org
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.88 CONCERT SERIES!

.“ ¥ Our concert series features our church

\"‘ staff, area musicians, ensembles and

special presentations. These music events L"‘
are open to the community and sponsored “-
or hosted by Baker Memorial Church.

bakermemorialchurch.org/concert-series ',—"'
P




PARTNERING BAKER MEMORIAL

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
for STUDENTS

The Missions Team of Baker Memorial Church is partnering with the
Department of Student Services of St. Charles Community Unit School District
303 to provide needed items for students returning to school. Our donation
drive begins Sunday, July 12 and concludes on Sunday, August 9. Please
assist as able with any of the following. Contact Missions Chairpersons
Loretta & Dave Wilson or team members for additional details.

= Kid-friendly Snacks for students; in-school pantry & weekend meals
Donate the following snacks: Individually packed pretzels and crackers (e.g.,
Goldfish, Cheez-Its), Granola bars (nut-free options are highly preferred for
classrooms), Fruit snacks & applesauce cups; Trail mix, raisins, and dried
fruit, Cereal bars and Nutri-Grain bars. A collection bin can be found outside
the Church Office.

= Homecoming Tickets
Sponsor the cost of homecoming tickets for students experiencing financial
hardship. Homecoming dance tickets are typically priced at $20 each.

= NEW Socks
Toddler size through Adult L/XL. Neutral colors preferred. A collection bin can
be found outside the Church Office.

= MONETARY DONATIONS are being accepted, too!
1. Use the QR to donate to Missions; D303 Students

2. Use the pew envelope for cash or checks made payable to
BMUMC, memo: D303 Students






