
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2026, 9 : 30 AM 
SERVICE of WORD, SONG and PRAYER 

 

BAKER MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

 
GREETING                                            The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
WELCOME                             Rev. David Aslesen, Pastor 

…a multigenerational congregation filled with the joy of faith, hospitality towards everyone and hope for the 
future. We believe God’s grace is a gift to everyone; each person a beloved child of God worthy of love, 
respect and blessing. 

 
PRELUDE              “Blessed Jesus, We Are Here,” Dietrich Buxtehude, Stephen Uhl 
 
CENTERING THOUGHT  

“I have a lovely habit: at night in my prayers I touch everyone I have seen that day.     
I shape my heart like theirs and theirs like mine.” Teresa of Avila (16th C., Spain) 

 
* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                 Mandy Hale, Liturgist 

One: “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
All: We enter this sanctuary with thanksgiving and praise! 
One: Household of God, worship in spirit and in truth!  
All: This is the day the Lord has made! Let us rejoice!   
 

* HYMN 548 “In Christ There Is No East or West” 
 

* PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Holy Spirit, as we enter this place for worship, we give thanks for the welcome you offer to us. 
You are welcome in our hearts that they may be instruments of forgiveness, reconciliation, 
peace. Open our lives to your healing mercies. Open our church to the leading of your 
wisdom. Bless us to be the people moved from comfort zones into sacred community all to 
God’s glory. May we serve as Christ with joy and love. AMEN.  
 

* THE PEACE OF CHRIST      Share a smile, wave or sign of peace. 
 
TIME WITH YOUNG CHRISTIANS – CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Sunday school is on summer break until Sept. 20. Children’s busy bags with a variety of fun and 
learning activities can be found at either entrace. 

 
 



 HYMN “Sanctuary” 2x            The Faith We Sing, J. Thompson, R. Scruggs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayers. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
* GOSPEL READING                     Luke 5:17-26, N.T., pg. 63, pew Bible 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
MESSAGE           “Ensure Accessible Entrances”            Rev. David Aslesen 
 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

Holy God, give us the grace and the love to stretch out our arms wide and 
open our hearts to embrace, in your name, all those whom you love. Bless 
our minds with insight that we may discern expressions of Christ Jesus in 
every person.  
Pour out your Spirit upon us that we may recognize, respect and promote the gifts of all 
people, so that the mission of Christ may be blessed by greater participation. Give the 
church courage to be a loving sanctuary for ones fearful, experiencing exclusion and those 
longing for sacred community. Bless us to be joyful, invitational and accessible with our 
welcome - in Christ's name – to all who are sent our way. AMEN.  

 
INVITATION TO STEWARDSHIP: ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING 

Offertory, “My Master Hath a Garden,” E. Thiman; Laura Johnson, soloist  
* Doxology, Sung response, Doxology, Hymnal, pg. 94  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts. Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

* Prayer of Dedication 



 
* HYMN 560 “Help Us Accept Each Other” 

 
* BLESSING & SENDING FORTH 

 
POSTLUDE                          “Gather Us In,” Jeffrey Honroe, Stephen Uhl 
 

HOUSE RULES 2: ENSURE ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCES 
“Churches that practice radical hospitality sense a calling and responsibility to 
pray, plan, and work to invite others and to help them feel welcome in their faith 
journeys. Out of genuine love for Christ and others, they support newcomers and 
help them grow in faith as they become part of the body of Christ.” How might 

Baker Memorial Church ensure multiple entry points to Christian faith that are accessible for the 
curious, the skeptic, persons with a diversity of abilities and disabilities?  
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Land acknowledgments are used by local congregations as acts of confession, repentance, and 
truth-telling regarding historical complicity in the colonization and displacement of Indigenous 
peoples. Baker Memorial UMC, St. Charles, Kane County, is situated on the ancestral, traditional, 
and unceded (never legally signed away, surrendered, or given up) homelands of the Council of 
the Three Fires: the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations. 
 
BAKER MEMORIAL CHURCH STAFF:  
Pastor: Rev. David P. Aslesen, Dir. of Music Ministries: Jeff Hunt, Dir. of Children & Family 
Ministries: Shelly Stienbarger, Dir. of Administration & Finance: Steven Wilhelm, Maintenance 
Manager: Karl Lescelius, Creative Dir.: Michele Claney, Organist: Stephen Uhl, Dir. of Children’s 
Music: Kathy Olivarez, Pianist: Sam Wyatt, Treasurer: Lita Jimenez, Wedding Coordinator: Judy 
Schlarb, Organist Emeritus: Mark Edwards.  
 
FOR MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION:  
Speak with our pastor or staff. Call 630.584.6680.  
Email: info@bakermemorialchurch.org. Go to www.bakermemorialchurch.org.  
Check us out on YouTube, Facebook & Instagram. Traveling? Worship Online! 
 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY: 
Greeters: Wendy Jensen & Virginia Kammerer; Ushers: Bill Brownsey, Cliff Bottigliero, Sarah & Geoff 
Hardwick; Liturgist: Mandy Hale; Livestream Tech: Rob Hale 
UMCOR: IN URGENT MINISTRY: HERE, NEAR AND FAR AWAY 
Join together in prayer and financial support for domestic and international relief efforts through the 
UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF / UMCOR. Whether health-related needs in 
Mozambique or tornado cleanup in Michigan, earthquake recovery supplies in Venezuela or flood buckets in 
Missouri, through our generosity via UMCOR: we are in ministry to those in crisis. 
• Checks: make payable to BMUMC, memo: UMCOR 
• Cash: use the pew envelope, designate: UMCOR 
• Online: use the Church App or the QR code & follow the prompts 
NIL FOOD BANK GANG, MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 9AM 
Join the Illinois Food Bank gang! A team of volunteers’ heads to the NIL Food Bank the second Monday of 
every month. Our shift runs from 9 a.m. until Noon. For more info contact Betty Erickson at n9yfc@aol.com. 
ALL COMMITTEES JOINT MEETING, AUGUST 17, 7 PM  
All current and newly recruited members are invited to attend the first joint meeting of the Strategy & 
Administration Team and the Spiritual Formation & Discipleship Team. The agenda includes accepting the 
new slate of leadership, communication procedures, the meeting calendar, and planning for the program year: 
September 2026-June 2027. Please RSVP to the church office or to Chris Leo, S&A Facilitator.  
MINISTRY FAIR, SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 10:30 AM 
Gather after worship in Baker Hall for our informative and fun Ministry Fair featuring the many ministry 
committees, opportunities for serving and more! 
ADULT ED: PASTOR'S STUDY: BUILDING BELOVED COMMUNITY, STARTS SEPT. 1 
4 Sessions, Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m., September 1-22; register by August 30; books are available through the 
church office for $13. In this prophetic and hope-filled resource, the United Methodist Council of Bishops 
draws on global stories of courageous people and congregations to counter increased authoritarianism and 
nationalism, demonstrating that beloved community isn’t just a distant dream but an achievable reality. 
FAITH FOOD AND FUN BEGINS WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 2: LOVE, LASAGNA & LEGOS! 
Our first intergenerational monthly gathering is coming up soon! All are welcome. A free-will donation is 
requested for the meal of yummy lasagna which is followed by a faith-building activity using Legos to build 
beloved community! We begin at 5:30 PM and wrap up by 6:45 PM. Register on the church app.  
ROSTER OF ONGOING & NEW LEADERSHIP 
The recruiting team gives thanks for the continuing and new leadership beginning service on August 1, 2026. 
A copy of the roster is available outside the church office or by emailing: info@bakermemorialchurch.org.   
NEW CHILLER AIR CONDITIONING UPDATE 
With new piping installed in the ventilators in the sanctuary and venting in Wiley Hall, we are almost ready to 
receive the new chiller. Thank you for your patience.  

UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY                                      

Information about all of our events can be found on our church app  
and at BakerMemorialChurch.org/Whats-Happening.  
Don’t have our app? Scan the QR code to download! 

mailto:info@bakermemorialchurch.org


 

Information about all of 
our events can be 

found on our         
church app  

SUNDAY, August 9 
• 9:30am Worship 
• 10:45am AdultEd: Faith in the News 
MONDAY, August 10 
• 9am NIL Food Bank Gang 
• 9:30am PGC Meeting 
TUESDAY, August 11 
• 11am Staff Meeting 
• 11:30am Kiwanis 
• 1:45am Kitchen Angels 
• 4pm Lazarus House Cooking 
• 8pm Keep it Simple Group AA Mtg 

 WEDNESDAY, August 12 
• 7pm Keep it Simple Group AA Mtg 
THURSDAY, August 13 
• 7pm PEO NN 
FRIDAY, August 14 
• 9am PEO CH OB 
SATURDAY, August 15 
• 9am Administer Justice 
SUNDAY, August 16 
• 9:30am Worship 
• 10:30am Sunday Funday: Pancakes, Pajamas 

& Prayer 
• 10:45am AdultEd: Faith in the News 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY GREETERS NEEDED 
 

Having warm, smiling faces when 
someone walks into Baker Memorial 
UMC and the sanctuary shows God’s 

love and makes someone feel 
welcome. Use the church app or 

website to volunteer. 
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