
OCTOBER 4, 2026, 9:30 AM 
SERVICE of WORD, SONG and  

SACRAMENT of HOLY COMMUNION 
 

BAKER MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

 

GREETING                                           The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP                            Rev. David Aslesen, Pastor 

…a multigenerational congregation filled with the joy of faith, hospitality towards everyone 
and hope for the future. We believe God’s grace is a gift to everyone; each person a beloved 
child of God worthy of love, respect and blessing. 

 
PRELUDE      “Let Us Break Bread Together,” Hermann D. Taylor, Stephen Uhl 
 
CENTERING THOUGHT  
“…be the feast to us the token that by thy grace our souls are fed.” R. Heber 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP                                Mae Masterman, Liturgist 

One: Almighty God: we worship with gratitude for your grace.  
All: We come to feast together at Christ’s holy table. 
One: Have mercy, O Lord. Redeem the church for vibrant ministry.  
All: By your Spirit, renew creation and reconcile your people in love.  
 

* HYMN 178 “Hope of the World” 
 

* PRAYER FOR WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
Jesus prayed that we might be one. We confess our failures in how we have not faithfully or 
fully lived as one body of Christ. We yield to your grace, O God, and ask for your forgiveness 
for the church. 
On this World Communion Sunday, we affirm the way of Jesus that we may love boldly, 
serve joyfully and lead courageously that in every part of the world your mercy, justice 
and peace may be known. In Christ, the Living Bread and Love Eternal, we pray. AMEN. 
 

* THE PEACE OF CHRIST      Share a smile, wave or sign of peace. 
 
TIME WITH YOUNG CHRISTIANS – CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Students pre-K to 5th grade are invited to attend Sunday school on the lower level. 
Students will return to the sanctuary for Holy Communion.    
 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
Use the Prayer Card in the pews for your prayer requests. Place them in the offering plate. 

We pray for the land and peoples of Africa…. 
We pray for the land and peoples of Asia… 
We pray for the land and peoples of Australia… 
We pray for the land and peoples of Europe… 
We pray for the land and peoples of North America… 
We pray for the land and peoples of South America… 
We pray for the church around the world and the unity we have in Christ… 

 

SILENT PRAYER & PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

* GOSPEL READING                                           John 17:20-23, N.T., pg. 111, pew Bible 
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE                  “Potluck”           Rev. David Aslesen 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION        
Hymn of Preparation “Let Us Be Bread” 2X 

Invitation to the Table and Feast of Christ 
Great Thanksgiving, Hymnal pgs. 13-15 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 



BREAKING THE BREAD & SHARING THE CUP  
Music: “Beautiful City," S. Schwartz (arr. W. Van Dyke), Karen Rocket, soloist 

 
PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
 
STEWARDSHIP: OPPORTUNITIES AND OFFERINGS FOR MINISTRY 

Your generosity of time, talents and financial resources is greatly appreciated.  
Offertory, “The Heavens Are Telling,” Joseph Haydn, Chancel Choir 

Laura Johnson, soprano,Bryan Kunstman, Tenor, Justin Masterman, Bass 
* Doxology, Hymnal, pg. 94  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts.  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

* Prayer of Dedication 
 

* HYMN 670 “Go Forth for God” 
 

* BLESSING & SENDING FORTH 
 

POSTLUDE                      “Recordame,” Joe Henderson, Sam Wyatt, pianist 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION – ALL ARE WELCOME 
The Lord’s Supper “Holy Communion” is a celebration of God’s grace and 
remembrance of Jesus’ saving love. Membership at Baker Memorial Church is not 

required to partake; all are welcome! Bread and grape juice are offered with gluten-free wafers 
and sanitary single serving containers available at each station.  
 
BAKER MEMORIAL CHURCH STAFF:  
Pastor: Rev. David P. Aslesen, Dir. of Music Ministries: Jeff Hunt, Dir. of Children & Family 
Ministries: Shelly Stienbarger, Dir. of Administration & Finance: Steven Wilhelm, Maintenance 
Manager: Karl Lescelius, Creative Dir.: Michele Claney, Organist: Stephen Uhl, Dir. of Children’s 
Music: Kathy Olivarez, Pianist: Sam Wyatt, Treasurer: Lita Jimenez, Wedding Coordinator: Judy 
Schlarb, Organist Emeritus: Mark Edwards.  
 
FOR MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION:  
Speak with our pastor or staff. Call 630.584.6680.  
Email: info@bakermemorialchurch.org.  
Go to www.bakermemorialchurch.org.  
Check us out on YouTube, Facebook & Instagram.  



 
END OF SUMMER / AUGUST 2026 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
The following update represents only operating income and expenses, including pledged and 
unpledged income, and income from invested funds, building usage, weddings and events. 
Donations to  capital or designated funds (e.g., Memorials) and related expenditures are not 
included.   
 

 
 

Generous giving this year has exceeded 2025 giving by 23% and operating expenses are 7% below 
2025.  Giving has exceeded 2025 giving in seven of the eight months this year.  Personnel 
expenses represented 59% of operating expenses and building expenses were 25% of operating 
expenses year-to-date; building expenses are 26% below 2025 when we had several large 
unexpected expenses.  We are optimistic that the expected shortfall in income vs. expenses will 
be further reduced during the remainder of this year. 
 
Together, these figures reflect our ongoing investment in ministry, our staff, and the care and 
stewardship of our shared space. As we get closer to the end of 2026, we have reduced our 
forecast of a year-end shortfall to $15,000. With continued generosity, thoughtful stewardship, 
and careful expense management, we can work together to further narrow—and potentially 
eliminate—this gap. 
 
Every act of giving, whether through regular pledges, additional offerings, or active participation in 
the life of the church, strengthens our ability to serve others, grow together, and fulfill our mission. 
If you have questions or would like to learn more about our financial position, members of the 
Finance Committee—Marie Kapustka, Gary Steele, Allan Scales, John Norris, Peter Vargulich, 
and Julie Masterman—are always happy to connect.  
 
 

 
As Autumn is upon us, the 
leaves will soon begin turning 
from green to red, yellow, and 
orange, sharing an abundance 
of beauty in the Fox Valley area. 
Might this be sign to us of God's abundant 
grace and faithful generosity causing us to 
be grateful?  
 



St. Ita (475-570) once said "Three things that please God most are true faith in God with a pure 
heart, a simple life with a grateful spirit, and generosity inspired by charity." I pray these three 
things are in abundance with you - that your life may be blessing to God. I trust they are in 
abundance at Baker Memorial Church, too, as we soon enter our fall stewardship season. 
 
Being a faithful steward of God's blessings is the call of every Christi an. As we receive the 
blessings of God, we can provide for the ministries of the church. As God is abundantly 
gracious, we can respond by being abundantly grateful and generous. With our financial 
resources, we can share in supporting the operations, programs, staffing, missions and 
outreach of Baker Memorial United Methodist Church.  
 
Our annual fall funding campaign begins in earnest Sunday, October 18 and concludes 
November 1, All Saints Sunday. You are invited to use the stewardship information and 
pledge card - arriving at your mailbox by Saturday, October 10 - to share your blessings with 
the church. The church's website Donor Page is also a great option for making your 2027 
Stewardship Commitment: bakermemorialchurch.org. 
 
"Give praise to God who abundantly provides more than we could ask or 
imagine!" As we prepare for another year of abundant faithfulness to Christ's 
mission: here, near and far away, let us be rejoice in all that is possible and more 
than we can imagine for the church through our financial commitments.   
 
I am abundantly grateful for your faithfulness to Christ and to our congregation,  
Pastor David Aslesen  
 

 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY: 
Greeters: Julie & Mae Masterman & Cheryl Dolezal; Ushers: Bob Crutchfield, Cheryl Freiberger, Curt Barrett, 
Nel Lemmenes; Liturgist: Chuck Freiberger; Livestream Tech: Rob Hale 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: SEPTEMBER: CONNECTED - GOD SHOWS COMPASSION 
PreK–5th Grade students are invited to join our faithful, fun-filled classes on the lower-level right after the 
Children’s Message. Kids will explore Bible stories through singing and hands-on activities, guided by Safe 
Sanctuary vetted adult teachers and helpers. 
CHILDREN'S MUSIC PROGRAM, WEDNESDAYS; SIGN UP WITH THE APP 
+ Wesley Singers: Children (1st-8th grade), rehearsals: 4:30-5:00 p.m. They sing in church once a month. 
Singers will learn to read music notation and sing in harmony.  
+ Chapel Chimes: Children (2nd-8th grade), rehearsals: 5-5:30 p.m. They play in church once a month. 
Ringers will learn to read music notation, learn hand chime techniques and perform as an ensemble. No prior 
experience is required but a commitment to weekly rehearsals is necessary.  
ADULT ED: "SEEING GRAY IN A WORLD OF BLACK & WHITE," SUNDAY MORNINGS  
Join us Sunday mornings at 10:45 a.m. for a 4-session study authored by Rev. Adam Hamilton on modeling 
faithful conversations in a politically polarized country. Books can be purchased through the church office. 
ONE O’CLOCK BOOK GROUP, MONDAY OCT. 5, 1PM 
The group meets monthly on first Mondays in the parlor. All are welcome to join in this reading fellowship. 
The book for October is Broken Country by Clare Leslie Hall. For more info, contact Shelley Campbell at 
sscbooks@sbcglobal.net. 
FAITH, FOOD, & FUN, WEDNESDAY OCT. 7, 5:30PM 
Everyone is welcome to our all-ages monthly gathering! The theme this month is Campfire Night: Burning Our 
Burdens. A free-will donation is requested for the meal which is followed by a faith-building activity. Register 
on the church app. 
MONTHLY MEN'S BREAKFAST, SATURDAY, OCT. 17 
Gather for food and fellowship with Baker Memorial UMC's Men's Group at 8:30 AM at Colonial Cafe, 1625 
East Main Street, St. Charles; contact Dave Wilson and Tom Warren for more details.  
RESTOCK OUR BAKER FOOD AND CARE PANTRY 
Non-perishable, non-expired and portable food items: pop-tab cans of soup or stew or pasta; peanut butter 
crackers, cheese crackers, beef sticks; and canned tuna & chicken. (Granola & protein bars are not needed at 
this time.) Drop items off at the blue container outside the church office.  
ADULT ED: "WHOLEHEARTDLY BECOMING" WORKSHOP, OCT. 27 & NOV. 3, 6-7:30 PM 
Led by Cheri Hunt & Christine McMinn, the two-session workshop includes guided art-making, thoughtful 
journaling, and meaningful conversation as participants explore living from God’s abundance rather than their 
own striving. No artistic experience is necessary—only a willing heart and a desire to encounter God’s Word 
in a creative, encouraging environment. Register at the website or use the App. 
PROVIDE HOSPITALITY TO COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP: SIGN UP! 
Help us provide a time of welcomed refreshment and conversation after worship. Use the Sign-Up Genius link here 
(or on the website) for after worship hospitality ~ 10:30 AM in Baker Hall. A helpful guidelines sheet (with 
instructions for set-up, cleanup, and resources) is available with the Sign Up and copies can be found near the 
Coffee Machine. Sign up here https://tinyurl.com/umxm4spm 

UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY                                      

Information about all of our events can be found on our church app  
and at BakerMemorialChurch.org/Whats-Happening.  
Don’t have our app? Scan the QR code to download! 



 

Information about all of 
our events can be 

found on our         
church app  

SUNDAY, October 4 
• 9:30am Worship 
• 9:45am Sunday School 
• 10:45am AdultEd: Faith in the News 
• 10:45am AdultEd: Seeing Gray 
• 10:45am Social Justice Committee 
• 3pm St. Charles Singers Concert 
MONDAY, October 5 
• 1pm One O’clock Book Club 
• 7pm Scout Troop 1 
• 7pm SF&D Meeting 
TUESDAY, October 6 
• 11am Staff Meeting 
• 11:30am Kiwanis 
• 7pm Lydia Circle 
• 8pm Keep it Simple Group AA Mtg 

 WEDNESDAY, October 7 
• 11:30am UWF Board Meeting 
• 4:30pm Wesley Singers Rehearsal 
• 5pm Chapel Chimes 
• 5:30pm Faith, Food, & Fun 
• 6:00pm Chancel Bell Choir Rehearsal 
• 7pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
• 7pm Keep it Simple Group AA Mtg 
THURSDAY, October 8 
• 7pm PEO NN 
SATURDAY, October 9 
• 9am PEO Ch OB 
• 4pm Holtgreive/Clarke Rehearsal 
SATURDAY, October 10 
• 3pm Holtgreive/Clarke Wedding 
SUNDAY, October 11 
• 9:30am Worship 
• 9:45am Sunday School 
• 10:45am AdultEd: Faith in the News 
• 10:45am AdultEd: Seeing Gray 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
NEW NAMETAGS 

New nametags are now available on the table 
in the narthex next to the 4th Ave door! 

Please pick yours up before the service to 
help welcome our guests. If your tag is 
missing, please email Steven Wilhelm at 

swilhelm@bakermemorialchurch.org  


	10.4.26 Announcements.pdf
	Information about all of our events can be found on our         church app


